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Theme Sharing 
The Third Sunday Of Lent 
The Gospel presents a dramatic scene 
where Jesus shows himself as Lord of the 
Temple.  
Jesus objected not to the trade as such 
which was quite legitimate but to its being 
done in the temple precincts, “my Father’s 
house”. “Take all this out of here and stop 
turning my Father’s house into a market.” 
Such business should have been carried on 
just outside the temple precincts but we 
know that in our own time hawkers try to get 
as close to the action as possible, especially 
if they have competition. It is also not at all 
impossible that the temple authorities 
connived at the practice and may have even 
benefited if the traders had to “rent” spaces 
in the Temple to do their business. 
Jesus replies: “Destroy this sanctuary, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” Jesus was 
speaking about another sanctuary, another 
temple where God lived - his own body. 
Through this event we are reminded during 
Lent of what we are preparing to remember 
and celebrate - the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. 
A hard saying : 
It is the very heart of our faith. It was 
impossible for them to accept that the 
Messiah, their Saviour and King, could suffer 
such an ignominious death at the hands not 
only of Israel’s enemies but even more of his 
own people. That just could not be; God 
could not allow it. 
To the Gentiles, the pagans, it was 
meaningless. Power and domination and 
influence were what counted in their world. 
The idea that someone executed like and 
with common criminals should be 
worshipped as Lord was nonsense, it was 
something to be ignored and laughed at and 
rubbished - as it still is by many in our own 
society today. 
God’s wisdom : 
But to those who have been called and who 
answer the call - be they Jews or Gentiles, 
men or women, slave or free - it is the power 
and wisdom of God. The death of Jesus to 
any objective observer seems like utter 
failure, to believe in such a Lord seems 
stupid but those with the eyes of faith can 
see the power of love in that death.     
 
     
Rejoice in God’s Mercy           

Jesus is on His way to Jerusalem to 
celebrate Passover. He quickly responds to 
the appalling acts taking place in the temple 
with holy audacity, righteous anger, and 
consuming zeal. Just as Jesus clears the 
temple, if we are living temples of the Holy 
Spirit, let us ask what abominations are 
taking place in us: What idols have we 
erected? What image do we worship? Do we 
worship the image of status, of intelligence, 
of control, of physical beauty, or the image of 
success? It can be hard to believe that we 
can change. Yet, Christ encourages us to be 
audacious with Him, and to beg for mercy! 
Christ is more powerful than our sin. All 
things are possible for those who believe. 
Action: Identify what needs to change in your 
life. Dare to ask God for help and mercy. 
 

2015 Year Of        
Consecrated Life 
The Three Stars 
These stand for the identity of consecrated 
life as confessio Trinitatis, signum 
fraternitatis e servitium caritatis. They 
express the circular relationships found in 
the Trinitarian love, which consecrated life is 
called to live daily in the world. The stars 
also hint to the triple halo used in the 
Byzantine iconography to honor Mary, the 
Mother of God, the first Disciple of Christ 
and model and patron of every consecrated 
life.  
The polyhedral globe 
The small polyhedral globe symbolizes the 
planet with its myriad variety of nations and 
cultures, as explained by Pope Francis (cf 
EG 236). It is the breath of the Spirit that 
sustains it and leads it towards the future: an 
invitation to all consecrated persons “to 
become bearers of the Spirit 
(pneumatophoroi), authentically spiritual 
men and women, capable of endowing 
history with hidden fruitfulness” (VC 6).                   
To Be Continued 
 
 

The Way of Cross 
Meditation on the Way of The Lord 
Station One: Jesus is Condemned 
Christ Speaks- 
In Pilate’s hands, my other self,  
I see my Fathers will.  
Though Pilate is unjust,  
he is the lawful governor  

and he has power over me. 
And so the Son of God obeys. 
If I can bow to Pilate’s rule  
because this is my Father’s will,  
can you refuse obedience  
to those whom I place over you? 
Station Two: Jesus Takes His Cross 
Christ Speaks- 
This cross,  
this chunk of tree,  
is what my Father chose for me. 
The crosses you must bear  
are largely products of your daily life.  
And yet my Father chose them, too,  
for you. 
Receive them from his hands. 
Take heart, my other self, 
I will not let your burdens grow  
one ounce too heavy for your strength. 
Station Three: Jesus Falls 
Christ Speaks- 
The God who made the universe, 
and holds it in existence  
by his will alone,  
becomes a man, too weak to bear  
a piece of timber’s weight. 
How human in his weakness is the Son of 
God. 
My Father willed it thus.  
I could not be your model otherwise. 
If you would be my other self,  
you also must accept without complaint  
your human frailties 
Station Four: Jesus Meets His Mother  
Christ Speaks- 
My mother sees me whipped.  
She sees me kicked and driven like a beast.  
She counts my every wound.  
But though her soul cries out in agony,  
no protest or complaint  
escapes her lips  
or even enters her thoughts. 
She shares my martyrdom –  
and I share hers.  
We hide no pain, no sorrow,  
from each other’s eyes.  
This is my Father’s will  
                   To be continued 
 

Diocese & Other News 
Religious Education Workshop:  
“Vatican II:  Rediscovering Our Apostolic 
Roots” 
Celebrating more than fifty years of Vatican 
II provides a unique occasion to reassess 
the importance of the Council in the life of 
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the Church today. It is a time of 
rediscovering our apostolic roots through 
Liturgy, Sacraments and a renewed study 
and look at the retrieved practices and 
understanding of the early Church.Vatican II 
allowed a renewal grounded in the apostolic 
tradition of the Church. The workshop 
presenter is Agnes de Dreuzy PhD and will 
be held on Saturday, March 28, 2015 at St. 
Cecilia’s Parish from 9:30 am – 12:30 pm. To 
register contact Alicia at 403-218-5501 or by 
e-mail alicia.zubot@calgarydiocese.ca 
 

Parish Activities 
Together in Action 2015 
Theme: “Let us hold fast to the confession of 
our hope without wavering for he who has 
promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23) 
The 2015 “Together in Action”  commences 
on the first Sunday of Lent (February 22nd). 
In 2015 our parish’s target will be identical to 
our portion from the diocese at $22,297. This 
year’s TIA is led by K of C Matteo Ricci 
council. We plead for your ongoing support. 
Together we will help thousands within our 
own communities and abroad through 
difficult times. Donation envelopes are being 
distributed with your 2014 donation tax 
receipts. 
Let’s take action now! 
 
The sacrament of Reconciliation 
The sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available at parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Calgary all the Wednesdays of Lent 
(March11, 18, 25 April 1) from 7:30 pm– 
8:30pm. 
 

LEGION OF MARY NEWS 
ACIES (Renewal of Consecration)  
The 2015 Legion of Mary ACIES will be held 
at our parish on Saturday, March 21 at 12.45 
p.m. Members of the Legion of Mary all over 
the Calgary Diocese will gather together at 
OLPH to renew their consecration to Our 
Lady. The event features procession, hymns, 
prayers, short talk, individual and collective 
Acts of Consecration, Benediction and 
blessing. A tea reception will be held at the 
OLPH Upper Hall after the event. All 
auxiliary members and parishioners 
interested in the work of the Legion of Mary 
are welcome to attend. 
 

Weekly Activities 
 

     Wed, Fri Mar 11, 13 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

     Wed Mar 11 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Time: 7:30p.m. -8:30 p.m. 

 

          Fri Mar 13 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  Time: 8:30a.m 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-8:30 pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 
 

      Saturday Mar 14 
  Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 

( Immaculate Heart of Mary 
 Praesidium ) 
Time: 9 :45 a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Faith Sharing Group ( N.E) 

  Time: 10:30a.m.-12:00noon. 
  Contact: Sr. Sze 403-230-3801 
  Tai Chi Lesson 

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 2:00 p.m. - 3:15p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 
  Way of the Cross in Lent 
  ( Cantonese & Mandarin) 
  Time: 4:30p.m 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 2:30 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: Office Building 
  Young Adults  

Time: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Lower Hall 

Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Wendy Tai 403-208-2268 
 

       Sunday March 15 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 
     K of C Room at OLPH Church 

  Youth Choir- choir practice 
  Time: 11:00a.m.-12:30p.m  
  Place: Office Building 
  Catholic Family Fellowship meeting 
  Time: 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
 

Let There Be Light 
 

10 ways from the Bible to love one 
another: 
1. Listen without interrupting  
 ( Proverbs 18:13) 
2. Speak without accusing(James 1:19) 
3. Give without sparing (Proverbs 21:26) 
4. Pray without ceasing (Colossians 1:9) 
5. Answer without arguing  
  (Proverbs 17:1) 
6. Share without pretending  
  ( Ephesians 4:15) 
7. Enjoy without complaint  
  (Philippians 2:14) 
8. Trust without wavering  
  (1 Corinthians 3:17) 
9. Forgive without punishing  
  ( 2 Corinthians 3:13) 
10. Promise without forgetting  
  ( Proverbs 13:12) 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
Angel of Grass 
An old legend says that in the beginning, 
when God created the world, He gave every 
living thing an angel to bless and guard it - 
an angel for man, one for the birds, one for 
the beasts of the forest, one for the trees, 
and one for the flowers. 
Even the common grass had an angel. But 
the angel of the grass was not pleased. 
Humiliated, he said, "I will have nothing to do 
with it. That old, homely grass can grow by 
itself!" 
The season passed. The grass shriveled, 
the flowers died because the grass held no 
dew, the deer in the forests and the cattle in 
the fields died because there was no grass. 
Then God turned His eyes upon the angel of 
the grass and asked, "Was it a small thing, 
or a great thing that I asked thee to do?" 
In shame the angel of the grass fell at the 
Lord's feet and begged His forgiveness, for 
he saw now the unsuspected greatness of 
his seemingly lowly task. 
 

Read MoreKnow More 
Baptism: A lifelong journey  
Baptism is a serious step—a step we spend 
much time getting ready for. We get new 
clothes, we get a candle to light the way, 
water to help us grow, oil for strength, even 
companions for the journey. But that is only 
the beginning of a much longer journey, a 
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lifetime journey of commitment and 
discipleship. Our journey begins with an 
invitation, a call from God through the 
Christian community to live the gospel as 
committed disciples of Christ. When we 
accept the invitation, that call and response 
are ritualized and made visual and "real" for 
us in the celebration of Baptism.  
In the Church of the first three centuries 
adult Baptism was the norm. Those who 
were interested in Christianity were invited to 
join the Christian community on a journey of 
faith. Those who accepted the invitation 
became candidates for the sacraments of 
initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and 
Eucharist). The candidates were called 
catechumens and entered into a 
step-by-step process toward full membership 
in the Church. This process was called the 
catechumenate. Joining the Church in the 
early centuries was no easy matter. The 
baptismal commitment was not to be taken 
lightly.  
The entire Church would pray for and with 
the catechumens, instructing them in gospel 
values, sharing with them the faith life of the 
Church and celebrating the stages of their 
faith journey with special rituals of 
welcoming and belonging. A person's coming 
to faith—or conversion to Christianity—was 
looked upon as a community responsibility.  
The final Lent before the initiation was a 
special time for catechumens. It was like a 
40-day retreat including prayer, fasting and 
other forms of self-scrutiny as they prepared 
to accept the faith and be received in the 
Church. Lent started out as the Church's 
official preparation for Baptism which was 
celebrated only once a year at the Easter 
Vigil. That is why the Scripture readings for 
the liturgies of Lent and Easter are so 
heavily filled with baptismal allusions.  
Unfortunately, this beautiful, 
community-supported journey to faith was 
short-lived. With the conversion of the 
Emperor Constantine in 313, joining the 
Christian Church became fashionable, the 
thing to do. The standards of the 
catechumenate were relaxed, and people 
were simply baptized on request.  
By the beginning of the fifth century, the 
catechumenate process itself had virtually 
disappeared. The sacraments of initiation 
became three separate sacraments 
celebrated at separate times. Soon adult 
Baptisms declined, infant Baptism became 
the norm and the process and theology of 

Christian initiation of adults as practiced in 
the early Church became a lost art.  
In some instances, infant Baptism became a 
routine ritual bordering on magic. It is our 
firm Catholic belief that the Sacrament of 
Baptism expresses the wonderful gift of God 
by which we are "made holy," become 
"children of God" and "temples of the Holy 
Spirit." We must take care, however, not to 
restrict God's gift to one single moment (the 
pouring of water) or overlook that part of the 
sacrament that is our lifelong response to 
God's gift.       American catholic.org 
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