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The Paschal Triduum 
The Paschal Triduum begins with The Lord’s 
Supper on Holy Thursday, and includes 
Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter 
Sunday, with the Great Easter Vigil as the 
high point of the Triduum. According to 
church tradition, parishioners could obtain a 
plenary indulgence during the Triduum:  
Goes to confession and receive Holy 
Communion 
 

Holy Thursday–  
The Lord’s Supper 
It is a day Christians commemorate the Last 
Supper shared by Christ with his disciples.  
On this day four events are commemorated: 
the washing of the  
Disciples' feet by Jesus Christ, the institution 
of the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist at the 
Last Supper, the agony of Christ in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, the betrayal of 
Christ by Judas Iscariot.  
After the Holy Thursday celebration, the 
communion bread and wine is taken from 

the altar with no formal closing. Instead, the 
parish is invited to worship the Holy Body of 
Christ. 
Father Nguyen encourages all parishioners 
to spend time in Adoration of the Blessed 
Eucharist. You are invited to stay after mass 
(Holy Thursday evening ) or come in the 
next morning.   
The church will open at 9:00am on Good 
Friday. 
 

Good Friday– 
Adoration of the Cross 
Fasting and Abstinence 
1. Among Catholics, fasting is a 
Reduction in the normal amount of 
Food consumption per day: one 
regular meal plus two other smaller 
meals without the provision of  
snacks during the Holy Days of  
observation. 
2. Among Catholics, abstinence is the 
omission of meat and other meat  
products, except fish, in the diet  
during the Holy Days of 

observation. 
3. Abstinence is practiced by a wider  
age group of Catholic individuals  
14 and up as opposed to fasting 
which is practiced by Catholics 
aged 18 to 59. (Christians 
remember Jesus’ crucifixion and 
burial. ) 
No Mass is celebrated on this day. The 
Passion of Jesus Christ is usually 
celebrated at 3 pm. 
On Good Friday, the entire Church fixes her 
gaze on the Cross at Calvary. Each member 
of the Church tries to understand at what 
cost Christ has won our redemption.  
The Good Friday service corresponds to the 
divisions of Mass:  
Liturgy of the Word - reading of the Passion.  
Intercessory prayers for the Church and the 
entire world, Christian and non-Christian.  
Communion, or the 'Mass of the 
Pre-Sanctified.'  
The Veneration of the Cross.  
 

Easter Vigil  
The full meaning of Vigil is a waiting for the 
coming of the Lord. "The entire celebration 
of the Easter Vigil takes place at night.  
The first part consists of symbolic acts and 
gestures. 
A suitable place should be prepared outside 
the church for the blessing of the new fire, 
whose flames should be such that they 
genuinely dispel the darkness and light up 
the night.  
The Symbolism of Candles:  
Light is pure; it penetrates darkness; it 
moves with incredible velocity; it nourishes 
life; it illumines all that comes under its 
influence. Therefore it is a fitting symbol of 
God, the All Pure, the Omnipresent, the 
Vivifier of all things, the Source of all grace 
and enlightenment. It represents also our 
Blessed Savior and His mission. He was "the 
Light of the world,"(John 8:12) 
Even the use of wax has its symbolic 
meaning. The earlier Fathers of the Church 
endeavored always to seek out the mystical 
significance of Christian practices, and one 
of them thus explains the reason for the 
Church's law requiring candles to be of wax: 
Paschal Candles have special decorations to 
indicate who is represented.  
The paschal candle should be prepared, 
which for effective symbolism must be made 
of wax, never be artificial, be renewed each 
year, be only one in number, and be of 

              Holy Week Schedule  
           

March 29 
3 29  

 

Passion (Palm) Sunday 
  

( ) 

Mass Time as usual 
 

 
April 2* 
4 2  
 

Holy Thursday  
– The Lord’s Supper 

 

Bi-lingual Mass at 7:30 pm  
(Mandarin and Cantonese)  

 
 

 
April 3* 
4 3  

Good Friday   
– The Lord’s Passion 
 (Fast & Abstinence) 

( ) 

Tri-lingual Rite at 3:00 pm  
(English, Mandarin and Cantonese )  

 
 

 
April 4* 
4 4  

Holy Saturday  
Easter Vigil 

( ) 
 

Bi-lingual Mass at 9:00 pm  
( Mandarin and Cantonese )  

 
  

(Celebration of Baptism, Confirmation & 
Eucharist)  
( ) 
 

April 5 
4 5  

Easter Sunday 
 

Mass Time as usual 
 

 
*There will only be one Mass in The Paschal Triduum 

 
Tuesday Evening Mass on March 31 & April 7 at 7:00pm will be suspended 
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sufficiently large size so that it may evoke 
the truth that Christ is the light of the world. It 
is blessed with the signs and words 
prescribed in the Missal. The procession, by 
which the people enter the church, should be 
led by the light of the paschal candle alone. 
The light from the paschal candle should be 
gradually passed to the candles that all 
present are holding in their hands. The 
deacon makes the Easter proclamation, 
which tells by means of a great poetic text 
the whole Easter mystery, placed in the 
context of the economy of salvation.  
The readings from Sacred Scripture 
constitute the second part of the Vigil.  
Finally, the resurrection of the Lord is  
proclaimed from the gospel as the high point 
of the whole liturgy of the word. After the 
gospel, a homily is to be given, no matter 
how brief. 
The third part of the Vigil is the baptismal 
liturgy. Christ's passover and ours are 
celebrated. The service also includes 
confirmation and First Holy Communion. 
 The celebration of the Eucharist forms the 
fourth part of the Vigil and marks its high 
point, for it is in the fullest sense the Easter 
sacrament, that is to say, the 
commemoration of the sacrifice of the cross 
and the presence of the risen Christ, the 
completion of Christian initiation, and the 
foretaste of the eternal pasch. 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday,( April 12) 
"According to the teaching of Jesus Christ 
we human beings not only receive and 
experience God’s mercy but also are 
commanded to 'show mercy' to others."  
—Pope John Paul II 
As a further sign of His forgiving love, Jesus 
called for a Feast of Divine Mercy to be 
celebrated in the whole church. Jesus said 
to sister Faustina, “I want this image to be 
solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after 
Easter. That Sunday is to be the Feast of 
Divine Mercy. On that day, the depths of My 
Mercy will be open to all. Whoever will go to 
confession and Holy Communion on that day 
will receive complete forgiveness of sin and 
punishment. Mankind will not enjoy peace 
until it turns with confidence to  
My Mercy.”  
According to Guidelines for Divine Mercy 
Observances from  
Bishop F. B. Henry., no Novenas at all may 
take place in parishes during the three-day 
period of the Easter Triduum. Parishioners 

are encouraged to pray at home. The 
pamphlets for the Novena of the Divine 
Mercy can be picked up at the church main 
and side entrances. 
7-days Novena Of The Chaplet of Mercy  
Date: April 6 (Monday) to  
    April 12 ( Sunday) 
Time: This will be prayed 15 minutes before 
mass or the day’s liturgical celebration. 
Divine Mercy Sunday: 
Date: April 12, 2015 
Time: 2:00 – 3.30 pm 
Place: Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
     Church 
It will be celebrated with prayers, hymns, 
scripture reading, homily, Act of Entrustment 
to the Divine Mercy and Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament. Priest is available for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
The Image of The Divine Mercy 
In 1931, our Lord appeared to St. Faustina in 
a vision. She saw Jesus clothed in a white 
garment with His right hand raised in 
blessing. His left hand was touching His 
garment in the area of the Heart, from where 
two large rays came forth, one red and the 
other pale. She gazed intently at the Lord in 
silence, her soul filled with awe, but also with 
great joy. Jesus said to her: 
Paint an image according to the pattern you 
see, with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You. 
I promise that the soul that will venerate this 
image will not perish. I also promise victory 
over [its] enemies already here on earth, 
especially at the hour of death. I Myself will 
defend it as My own glory . I am offering 
people a vessel with which they are to keep 
coming for graces to the fountain of mercy. 
That vessel is this image with the signature: 
Jesus, I trust in You  
I desire that this image be venerated, first in 
your chapel, and [then] throughout the world. 
At the request of her spiritual director,  
St. Faustina asked the Lord about the 
meaning of the rays in the image. She heard 
these words in reply: 
The two rays denote Blood and Water. The 
pale ray stands for the Water which makes 
souls righteous. The red ray stands for the 
Blood which is the life of souls. These two 
rays issued forth from the depths of My 
tender mercy when My agonized Heart was 
opened by a lance on the Cross. Happy is 
the one who will dwell in their shelter, for the 
just hand of God shall not lay hold of him. By 
means of this image I shall grant many 
graces to souls. It is to be a reminder of the 

demands of My mercy, because even the 
strongest faith is of no avail without works. 
These words indicate that the Image 
represents the graces of Divine Mercy 
poured out upon the world, especially 
through Baptism and the Eucharist. 
Many different versions of this image have 
been painted, but our Lord made it clear that 
the painting itself is not what is important. 
When St. Faustina first saw the original 
image that was being painted under her 
direction, she wept in disappointment and 
complained to Jesus: "Who will paint You as 
beautiful as You are?". 
In answer, she heard these words: "Not in 
the beauty of the color, nor of the brush lies 
the greatness of this image, but in My 
grace". 
So, no matter which version of the image we 
prefer, we can be assured that it is a vehicle 
of God’s grace if it is revered with trust in His 
mercy. 
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Theme Sharing 
          

Palm Sunday 
Today’s Palm Sunday mass is usually 
preceded by procession of the faithful 
carrying palm branches into the church.  
This liturgical celebration has a two-fold 
meaning: commemoration of Our Lord’s 
entrance into Jerusalem; and public 
acclamation of Jesus as our King by our 
pledge of loyalty to him. 
Palm Sunday is also known as Passion 
Sunday. Indeed, the theme of today’s liturgy 
is the Passion of Christ which paved the way 
to his resurrection and ascension into 
heaven. In his earthly journey, Jesus 
suffered and died in order to enter into his 
glory. This is the same path all of us 
Christians have to take. 
The first reading, taken from Isaiah, 
describes how the servant of the Lord 
obeyed God’s Will by accepting persecution 
joyfully. This foreshadows Jesus’ suffering 
for the sake of our salvation. 
The second reading represents a declaration 
of the early Church on the role of Christ in 
our salvation. It depicts Jesus’ obedience to 
the point of death, even death on the cross. 
It also praises his humility in emptying 
himself completely for which he was exalted 
by his Father. 
The Passion of Christ in today’s gospel is 
taken from Mark, itself a comprehensive and 
realistic masterpiece of tragedy in which 
Jesus suffered in silence and solitude and 
died seemingly abandoned and forgotten by 
his Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, you teach us that life’s 
journey can be difficult. However, if we follow 
you and take up our cross, we will at the end 
of our earthly sojourn enter into your glory. 
All praises and all thanksgiving be to you, O 
Lord.  Amen. 

 
Pope’s Monthly 
Prayers Intention 
April General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: Creation 
That people may learn to respect creation 
and care for it as a gift of God. 
Evangelization: Persecuted Christians 

That persecuted Christians may feel the 
consoling presence of the Risen Lord and 
the solidarity of all the Church. 
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
           

With Passion Sunday we begin the final 
week of Lent and prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the Paschal Triduum. The Rejoice 
in God’s Mercy program that runs in Advent 
and Lent has aimed to invite you to 
participate more readily and more easily in 
the sacrament of Reconciliation. However, 
the sacrament of Reconciliation is not only 
for Advent and Lent; it is a sacrament that 
Catholics can receive at any time. In addition 
to Rejoice in God’s Mercy on Wednesdays 
and scheduled diocesan penitential services, 
most parishes have a regularly scheduled 
time for Reconciliation throughout the year. If 
you are not available at the scheduled time 
or if your situation is complicated and you 
think you might need more time than usual, 
the sacrament is always available by 
appointment with the priest. Jesus never 
said it would be easy to follow him but he 
also gave us this sacrament to help us own 
up to our failings, receive his strength, and 
start anew. Action: Take concrete steps to 
make the sacrament of Reconciliation an 
integral part of your life as a disciple of 
Christ. 
 

2015 Year Of  
Consecrated Life 
 

Consecrated like Christ for  
the Kingdom of God 
The consecrated life, through the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit, "constitutes a closer 
imitation and an abiding re-enactment in the 
Church" of the way of life which Jesus, the 
supreme Consecrated One and missionary 
of the Father for the sake of his Kingdom, 
embraced and proposed to his disciples. In 
the light of Jesus' consecration, we can see 
in the initiative of the Father, the source of all 
holiness, the ultimate origin of the 
consecrated life. Jesus is the One whom 
"God anointed ... with the Holy Spirit and 
with power", the One "whom the Father 
consecrated and sent into the world". 
Accepting his consecration by the Father, 
the Son in turn consecrates himself to the 
Father for the sake of humanity . His life of 
virginity, obedience and poverty expresses 

his complete filial acceptance of the Father's 
plan. His perfect offering confers an aspect 
of consecration upon all the events of his 
earthly existence. 
Jesus is the exemplar of obedience, who 
came down from heaven not to do his own 
will but the will of the One who sent him. He 
places his way of living and acting in the 
hands of the Father. In filial obedience, he 
assumes the condition of a servant: he 
"emptied himself, taking the form of a 
servant ... and became obedient unto death, 
even death on a cross". In this attitude of 
submissiveness to the Father, Christ lives 
his life as a virgin, even while affirming and 
defending the dignity and sanctity of married 
life. He thus reveals the sublime excellence 
and mysterious spiritual fruitfulness of 
virginity. His full acceptance of the Father's 
plan is also seen in his detachment from 
earthly goods: "though he was rich, yet for 
your sake he became poor, so that by his 
poverty you might become rich". The depth 
of his poverty is revealed in the perfect 
offering of all that is his to the Father. The 
consecrated life truly constitutes a living 
memorial of Jesus' way of living and acting 
as the Incarnate Word in relation to the 
Father and in relation to the brethren. It is a 
living tradition of the Saviour's life and 
message. 
 

Diocese & Other News 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
Jesus’ death on the cross bears the 
signature of the coming kingdom: as the 
“suffering servant” he takes the place which 
we on account of our sins should occupy, 
and takes us up into his attitude of radical 
obedience, unprotesting self-surrender and 
total trust in the love of the Father.  
Therefore, nothing can again “separate us 
from the love of God” (Rom 8:39), which was 
promised to us in his Resurrection and which 
allows us to have a sure hope of the ultimate 
and definitive coming of the kingdom. The 
murder of his beloved Son was not able to 
destroy God's love for us, and now nothing 
can revoke his fidelity to his promise. 
This mission of Jesus, to prepare and open 
up the world for the coming kingdom of God, 
must be continued in the Church: in fact, the 
Church as a whole is charged with 
continuing the mission of Jesus by following 
in his footsteps.  
Therefore, we are to pass on the 



OLPH March 29, 2015   

P. 6 第 6 頁 

reconciliation which has been accomplished 
in him, and the irrevocable alliance of God 
with us founded on the death and 
Resurrection of Jesus.  
Happy Easter! Free the world from the 
self-satisfaction and narrowness of sin, and 
prepare it for, to open it up to, and unite it 
into the kingdom of God. 
                   ✠F. B. Henry 
                  Bishop of Calgary. 
 

Information Day on the Diocesan 
Priesthood 
This day is for men between the ages of 17 
and 35 years. It includes talks given by 
Bishop Henry and priests of the diocese.   
Location: Sacred Heart Church, 1307 – 14th 
St. S.W., Calgary, (Housey Hall). 
Date: Saturday, April 18,   
9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. (lunch provided)           
For further information and to register 
contact: Office of Vocations 
Phone: 403-245-2753 
E-mail: mjgaffney@telusplanet.net 
 

Parish Activities 
 

Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung 
(楊鳴章主教) 
will be visiting our parish during the Holy 
Week (April 2-5). He would celebrate 
Masses and lead three spiritual talks 
(Cantonese) as followings: 
April 2 (Thursday) 
5:30 pm- Welcome Dinner (Upper Hall)                                
7:30 pm -The Lord’s Supper Mass (Church) 
April 3 (Friday) 
3:00 pm-The Lord’s Passion Rite (Church)                              
4:30 pm Talk (1) (Upper Hall)                              
6:30 pm Light Dinner (Fast and Abstinence 
from meat)                              
7:00 pm Talk (2) (Upper Hall) 
April 4 (Saturday) –  
10:00 am-Talk (3) (Upper Hall)                              
12:00 noon Lunch (Upper Hall)                              
9:00pm Easter Vigil Mass (Church)  
April 5 (Sunday) –  
10:00am-Easter Sunday Mass 
All parishioners are cordially invited to join 
the Mass, talks, lunch and dinner with 
Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung. 
 
Tuesday evening Mass Cancelled 
Tuesday Evening Mass (7:00 pm) will be 
cancelled on March 31 & April 7. 
 

Chrism Mass 2015  
Monday March 30, 7:30 pm, St. Mary's 
Cathedral. Doors open at 6:30pm. During 
this Mass, the Bishop blesses the oil of 
catechumens and the oil of the sick. He also 
prepares and consecrates the oil of chrism 
that is used in the sacraments of baptism, 
confirmation, and holy orders. As the Bishop 
is the only minister who can consecrate the 
oil of chrism, this liturgy ritualises his 
presence through the chrism that will be 
used for baptisms by priests and deacons 
throughout the diocese all year. 
 
32nd Annual Outdoor Way of the 
Cross will take place on Good Friday, April 3, 
2015. This solemn and meditative procession 
will start and end at St. Mary's  
Cathedral (219-18th Ave. SW). Start time is 
9:30am and completion time is 12:30pm. 
Everyone is invited. 
 
Special Donation on Good Friday 
(April 3 ) 
There will be a special collection on Good 
Friday, April 3 for the Holy Land in support of 
Christian communities, the works of the Holy 
Land, the upkeep of the Holy Sites and the 
formation of future Priests.  
Let us give generously to respond to the 
needs of the Church in the land of Jesus. 
 
The sacrament of Reconciliation 
The sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available at parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Calgary this last Wednesdays of Lent April 
1, from  
7:30 pm– 8:30pm. 
 
 
You shall confess your sins 
at least once a year 
The Second Precept of the Church (“You 
shall confess your sins at least once a year.") 
ensures preparation for the Eucharist by the 
reception of the sacrament of reconciliation, 
which continues Baptism's work of 
conversion and forgiveness.  
You cannot receive the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist if you fail to go to Confession 
within one year. 
 
Together in Action 2015 
Theme: “Let us hold fast to the confession of 
our hope without wavering for he who has 

promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23) 
In 2015 our parish’s target will be identical to 
our portion from the diocese at $22,297. We 
plead for your ongoing support. Together we 
will help thousands within our own 
communities and abroad through difficult 
times. Parishioners can pick up the donation 
envelopes at the entrances. Let’s take action 
now! 
 

Weekly Activities 
 

        Mon March 30 
  Chrism Mass 
  Time: 7:30p.m. 
  Place: St. Mary’s Cathedral  
 

    Wed April 1 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Time: 7:30p.m. -8:30 p.m. 

 

      Thurs April 2 
Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung 
Time: 5:30 pm welcome dinner 
Holy Thursday–The Lord’s Supper 
Time: 7:30p.m 

 

     Fri April 3 
Good Friday–The Lord’s Passion 
(Fast & Abstinence) 
Time: 3:00p.m 
Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung 
Time: 4:30 pm Talk (1)     
     6:30 pm Light Dinner   
     7:00 pm Talk (2)  
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

       Sat April 4 
Bishop Michael Yeung Ming-cheung 
Time: 10:00 am Talk(3)  
     12:00 noon Lunch 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
Holy Saturday–Easter Vigil 
Time: 9:00 pm  
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 9: 45 am 
Place: K of C Room 

 

    Sun April 5 Easter  
Mass as usual 
 

Let There Be Light 
God’s Holding Pattern 
Many times God will allow a painful situation 
or a painful circumstance in our life to 
"swallow us up." This season in our spiritual 
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growth is a holding pattern. We can't move 
to the left or the right. All we can do is sit, 
like Jonah sat in the belly of that great fish, 
so God can have our undivided attention and 
speak to us.  
God put Jonah in a holding pattern because 
He needed to speak to his heart. Jonah was 
all alone. There were no friends to call, no 
colleagues to drop by, no books to read, no 
food to eat, no interference, and no 
interruptions. He had plenty of time to sit, 
think, meditate, and pray.  
When we're deep down in the midst of a 
difficult situation, God can talk to us. When 
He has our undivided attention, He can show 
us things about ourselves that we might not 
otherwise have seen.  
A Few of God's Holding Patterns:  
When you are sick in your physical body and 
you have prayed but God has not healed 
you yet, you are in a holding pattern. 
When you are having problems with your 
children and you have put them on the altar, 
but God has not delivered them yet, you are 
in a holding pattern.  
When you have been praying for the 
salvation of a loved one and they have not 
been saved yet, you are in a holding pattern.  
When you are in a broken relationship and 
you have given it over to God, but it has not 
been restored yet, you are in a holding 
pattern.  
When the doors slam shut before you can 
knock on them, you are in a holding pattern.  
When we are deep in the belly of a difficult 
situation, there are no interruptions. God has 
our undivided attention. All we can do is sit, 
think, meditate, and pray. We cannot run 
from God because there are no mountains 
that are high enough, valleys low enough, 
rooms that are dark enough, or places that 
are hidden enough from Him.  
We must remember to praise Him while 
we're waiting and remember three things:  
The pattern has a purpose.  
The pattern has a plan.  
The pattern has a process.  
So stop struggling and start listening, 
praying and trusting. He'll keep you right 
where you are until you can clearly hear Him 
say, "I love you."  
Prayer:  
Father, forgive my unbelief. I know You love 
me and will turn anything around to benefit 
me. You have planned nothing for me but 
victories and I am ready to receive them 
regardless of how difficult the path. Amen 

The shortest distance between a problem 
and a solution is the distance between your 
knees and the floor. The one who kneels to 
the Lord can stand up to anything.  
 

Stories Faith Sharing 
     

Choosing One's Destiny  
"I am willing to give up everything", said the 
prince to the master. "Please accept me as 
your disciple." "How does a man choose his 
path?" asked the master. "Through 
sacrifice," answered the prince. "A path 
which demands sacrifice, is a true path." The 
master bumped into some shelves. A 
precious vase fell, and the prince threw 
himself down in order to grab hold of it. He 
fell badly and broke his arm, but managed to 
save the vase. "What is the greater sacrifice: 
to watch the vase smash, or break one's arm 
in order to save it?" asked the master. "I do 
not know," said the prince. "Then how can 
you guide your choice for sacrifice? The true 
path is chosen by our ability to love it, not to 
suffer for it."  
 

Read More Know More 
Veneration of the Cross 
Only one cross should be used for the 
veneration. If the number of people makes it 
impossible for everyone to venerate the 
cross individually, the priest may take the 
cross, after some of the faithful have 
venerated it, and stand in the center in front 
of the alter. In a few words he invites the 
people to venerate the cross and then holds 
it up briefly for them to worship in silence.  
From Roman Catholic Liturgy book  
What were the seven last words of 
Jesus Christ on the cross and what 
do they mean? 
The seven statements that Jesus Christ 
made on the cross were (not in any 
particular order): 
(1) Matthew 27:46 : Eloi, Eloi, lama 
sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” Here, 
Jesus was expressing His feelings of 
abandonment as God placed the sins  
of the world on Him – and because of that, 
God had to “turn away” from Jesus. As 
Jesus was feeling that weight of sin, He was 
experiencing a separation from God for the 
only time in all of eternity. This was also a 
fulfillment of the prophetic statement in 
Psalm 22:1. 

(2) “Father, forgive them, for they do not 
know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 
Those who crucified Jesus were not aware 
of the full scope of what they were doing 
because they did not recognize Him as the 
Messiah. While their ignorance of divine 
truth did not mean they deserved 
forgiveness, Christ’s prayer in the midst of 
their mocking Him is an expression of the 
limitless compassion of divine grace.  
(3) “I tell you the truth, today you will be with 
me in paradise" (Luke 23:43). This was 
granted because even at the hour of his 
death, the criminal had expressed his faith in 
Jesus, recognizing Him for who He was 
(Luke 23:42). 
(4) “Father, into Your hands I commit my 
spirit” (Luke 23:46). Here, Jesus is willingly 
giving up His soul into the Father’s hands, 
indicating that He was about to die – and 
that God had accepted His sacrifice. He 
“offered up Himself unblemished to God” 
(Hebrews 9:14). 
(5) “Dear Woman, here is your son!” and 
“Here is your mother!” When Jesus saw His 
mother standing near the cross with the 
Apostle John, whom He loved, He 
committed His mother’s care into John’s 
hands. And from that hour John took her 
unto his own home (John 19:26-27). In this 
verse Jesus, ever the compassionate Son, is 
making sure His earthly mother is cared for 
after His death. 
(6) “I am thirsty” (John 19:28). Jesus was 
here fulfilling the Messianic prophecy from 
Psalm 69:21: He prompted the Roman 
guards to give Him vinegar, which was 
customary at a crucifixion, thereby fulfilling 
the prophecy. 
(7) “It is finished!” (John 19:30). Jesus’ last 
words meant that His suffering was over and 
the whole work His Father had given Him to 
do, which was to preach the Gospel, work 
miracles, and obtain eternal salvation for His 
people, was done, accomplished, fulfilled. 
The debt of sin was paid. 
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