OLPH

November 8, 2015 i KIEE2 AFts

Theme Sharing
32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

(As Generous as the Widows)

Today’s Liturgy of the Word exemplifies the
virtue of generosity with two role models for
us. Both are widows. In the first reading, to
test the widow's generosity and faith, Elijah
asks the widow to bring him all that she has.
Accepting what Elijah says about divine
providence, the widow makes him a cake
from the only meal and oil she possesses.
Thereupon, God rewards her with
abundance and she becomes our model of
faith and generosity.

In the gospel, a widow puts two small coins
into the temple’s treasury. ~ Seeing this,
Jesus says to his disciples: “This poor widow
has put in more to the treasury than all the
other contributors; for all of them have
contributed from their excess means, while
she, out of her poverty, has put in everything
she had, in fact all that she had to live on.”
The widow could have told herself: “l am in
dire straits and unable to make any
contribution to the treasury; what I have can
barely keep my family survive.” However,
the widow doesn’t think twice. ~ She offers
everything she has, as she realizes that it is
far more important for her to serve God and
her needy neighbours than worrying about
her own self. Being the source of all gifts,
God will surely provide for all her needs and
ours.

In the second reading, we are reminded of
what Jesus has done for us: “He sacrificed
himself once for all on the cross to take
away our sins.” So when we receive the
Eucharist, we are receiving the love of Christ
through his sacrifice. We truly possess more
wealth than anyone when we are living in
Christ partaking in his generosity.

2015 Year Of

Consecrated Life
Apostolic Letter From His Holiness,

Pope Francis

Expectations for The Year of

Consecrated Life

| am counting on you “to wake up the world”,
since the distinctive sign of consecrated life
is prophecy. As | told the Superiors General:
“Radical evangelical living is not only for
religious: it is demanded of everyone. But
religious follow the Lord in a special way, in

a prophetic way.” This is the priority that is
needed right now: “to be prophets who
witness to how Jesus lived on this earth... a
religious must never abandon prophecy”.
Prophets receive from God the ability to
scrutinize the times in which they live and to
interpret events: they are like sentinels who
keep watch in the night and sense the
coming of the dawn . Prophets know God
and they know the men and women who are
their brothers and sisters. They are able to
discern and denounce the evil of sin and
injustice. Because they are free, they are
beholden to no one but God, and they have
no interest other than God. Prophets tend to
be on the side of the poor and the powerless,
for they know that God himself is on their
side.
So | trust that, rather than living in some
utopia, you will find ways to create “alternate
spaces”, where the Gospel approach of
self-giving, fraternity, embracing differences,
and love of one another can thrive.
Monasteries, communities, centres of
spirituality, schools, hospitals, family
shelters - all these are places which the
charity and creativity born of your charisms
have brought into being, and with constant
creativity must continue to bring into being.
They should increasingly be the leaven for a
society inspired by the Gospel, a “city on a
hill”, which testifies to the truth and the
power of Jesus’ words.
At times, like Elijah and Jonah, you may feel
the temptation to flee, to abandon the task of
being a prophet because it is too demanding,
wearisome or apparently fruitless. But
prophets know that they are never alone. As
he did with Jeremiah, so God encourages us:
“Be not afraid of them, for | am with you to
deliver you".

To Be Continued

Misericordiae Vultus

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
Francis, Bishop of Rome, Servant of The
Servants of God, to all who read this letter

ourselves. At times how hard it seems to
forgive! And yet pardon is the instrument
placed into our fragile hands to attain
serenity of heart. To let go of anger, wrath,
violence, and revenge are necessary
conditions to living joyfully. Let us therefore
heed the Apostle’s exhortation: “Do not let
the sun go down on your anger”. Above all,
let us listen to the words of Jesus who made
mercy an ideal of life and a criterion for the
credibility of our faith: “Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Mt 5:7):
the beatitude to which we should particularly
aspire in this Holy Year.

As we can see in Sacred Scripture, mercy is
a key word that indicates God's action
towards us. He does not limit himself merely
to affirming his love, but makes it visible and
tangible. Love, after all, can never be just an
abstraction. By its very nature, it indicates
something concrete: intentions, attitudes,
and behaviours that are shown in daily living.
The mercy of God is his loving concern for
each one of us. He feels responsible; that is,
he desires our wellbeing and he wants to
see us happy, full of joy, and peaceful. This
is the path which the merciful love of
Christians must also travel. As the Father
loves, so do his children. Just as he is
merciful, so we are called to be merciful to
each other. To Be Continued.

Diocese & Other News
Advent Twilight Retreat with Micheline

Pare

Come join us as we begin the “Year of
Mercy” with an evening reflective retreat on
how our God of Mercy calls us to become
instruments of mercy and compassion in this
world. Presenter: Micheline Pare, author of
“The Passion of Loving” on Monday,
December 7 (7-9 pm) at St Cecilia’s Church
(321-90 Ave SE, Calgary).

Parish Activities
Thank you for your support of
Catholic Education Sunday

Grace, Mercy, and Peace.

Jesus affirms that mercy is not only an
action of the Father, it becomes a criterion
for ascertaining who his true children are. In
short, we are called to show mercy because
mercy has first been shown to us. Pardoning
offences becomes the clearest expression of
merciful love, and for us Christians it is an
imperative from which we cannot excuse

P2 2H

Thank you for your generous support of
Catholic Education Sunday last week.

We collected a total amount of $2,745.50 in
donations.

May God bless you and your family!
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Drive Safe

A warm reminder for all OLPH parishioners :
Winter is coming, for the sake of the safety
of everyone, please drive with care within
the parking lot of the church, particularly
during snowing.  Reduce the speed of your
vehicle to under 10/kph and maneuver your
vehicle with patience , care and due
consideration for yourself, other people and
vehicles.

Recruiting Volunteers for Church

Carpark Management

To enhance better traffic and parking
arrangement and for the safety sake of all
parishioners on Sundays and special events
at the OLPH Church, it is now calling for
volunteers to help manage the church
carparks on these days. For those interested,
please call Parish Office.

Youth Night November 14th, 2015
Youth Night will be held on Saturday
November 14th, 2015 from 6:00pm-10:00pm
at Upper Hall together with the Young Adult
Group. Spiritual talk will be from
6:00pm-7:00pm by Deacon Edward.
Afterwards, we will be having homemade
Korean BBQ and a board games night! The
fee will be $5 per person. All youths, young
adults and families are encouraged to attend
this event. Please contact John for more
details.

BreakForth Edmonton Expo

Come and join the nation's largest church
equipping and renewal conference! Event
consists of conferences, presenters and
artists. For more information please visit the
Young Adults Group webpage:
olphyoungadults.weebly.com under faith
development. Early bird deadline is
November 24. To reserve a spot, please
contact Joanne Lam at
olphyoungadults@gmail.com

Winter Gala Talent Show Recruitment
The Young Adult Group is looking for
talented members in our parish to perform in
the World Youth Day Winter Gala Fundraiser
to be held on November 28 from 6-9pm in
Upper Hall. If you are interested in
participating, please contact Joanne Lam at
olphyoungadults@gmail.com for more
details.

2016 Donation Envelopes

2016 Donation Envelopes are available for
parishioners to pick up at the Church main
entrance .

For any concerns, please contact parish
office (403-265-7926).

Together in Action 2015

Theme: “Let us hold fast to the confession of
our hope without wavering for he who has
promised is faithful.” (Hebrews 10:23)

As of October 27, our campaign has
received a total of $32,645.20

Parishioners can pick up the donation
envelopes at the entrances. Let's take action
now!

Weekly Activities

| Tues Nov 10 |
St. Angela School Remembrance
Day Mass

Time: 9:00a.m.

Place: OLPH Church

| Friday Nov 13 |
OLPH Senior Centre

Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon

Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall
Wing Kei Greenview Mass

Time: 10:00a.m.

Place: 307- 35 Ave. N.E

OLPH Scout

Time: 6:30pm.-8:45 pm

Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall

| Saturday Nov 14 |
Legion of Mary ( meeting )

Time: 9 :45 a.m.

Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church
Faith Sharing Group ( N.E)

Time: 10:30a.m.-12:00noon.
Contact: Sr. Sze 403-230-3801

Tai Chi Lesson

Time: 10:00 a.m. - 11:00pm

Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall
Yoga beginner class

Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m.

Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall

R. C.I.A (Mandarin)

Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m.

Place: Office Building

Catholic Family Fellowship

Time: 4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall
Young Adults choir practice

Time: 5:00 p.m. - 7:00p.m.

Place: OLPH Lower Hall

Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.)

Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m.
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Contact: Anna Tam 403-285-5023
| Sunday Nov 15

R. C.l.A (Cantonese and English)
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall

Sunday School
Time: 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.

Place: OLPH Church Office Building

Words of Life Reflection

Store up treasure for yourself with God,
where no moth or rust can destroy it, nor
thief come and steal it.

( Mathew 6:20 )

Let There Be Light

When You Feel No Hope

In your times of deep despair,

Do you feel there is no hope?

As the darkness closes in on you,

Do you feel you cannot cope ?

As you struggle on through every trial,
Do you say "When will it end"?

As you cry yourself to sleep at night,
Do you wish you had a friend?

When your body's racked with aches and
pains,

Do you feel you are alone?

When you think about the future,

Do you fear the great unknown?
There is someone who really cares,
And He hears your every cry.

His arms are reaching out to you,
And on Him you can rely.

When things close in around you,

He sees your fear and doubt -

He wants to hold you in His arms,
And He will never cast you out.

As you stumble through the darkness,
He will be your guiding light.

He wants to wipe away your tears,
For you are precious in His sight.
Reach out right now to Jesus,

And let Him take complete control -
He'll take that heavy burden,

And He'll touch and make you whole.
He's reaching out His arms to you,
And He wants to be your friend.

Let Him take you in His loving arms,
For His love will never end.

Stories Faith Sharing
Stone and the Flower
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"You have hardened", said the flower,
bending her petals downward toward the half
stone at her roots. "These rains should have
softened you, made you more fertile and
receptive to the seeds of the fields; but no.
You have accumulated minerals and have
become more silent and full of calcium. Why
do you stay here? Why do you resist the
brook that gives us water?"

The stone said nothing.

A number of clouds passed by, the sun set
and the night arrived with an immense
bronze-coloured freckled moon with acne
scars upon her worn face and in this manner
reflected down upon the silent stone which
still had not fallen asleep. The flower, by now,
had tucked-in her petals and slept profoundly,
and at this time the stone began to answer:
"| stay here because your roots have made
me yours. | stay here because it is no longer
about my feeling the earth rather because |
have become part of that which functions as
a support of your stem which resists the
wind and the rain. Everything changes, my
sweet flower", said the stone, "but | stay
here because love is that microscopic space
between your feet and my salted skin. You
would only be able to feel it if destiny were
ever to separate the two of us."

The moon followed the fade of the stars.
Dawn gave a yawn as the sun began to burn
its horizon on the lower lip of the mouth of a
new day. The flower awoke and extended
her beautiful petals. "Good morning", she
said, "l dreamt that you were singing to me.
How foolish of me, don't you think?"

The stone said nothing.

Read More Know More

Prayer as God's gift

"Prayer is the raising of one's mind and heart
to God or the requesting of good things from
God." But when we pray, do we speak from the
height of our pride and will, or "out of the
depths" of a humble and contrite heart? He
who humbles himself will be exalted; humility is
the foundation of prayer. Only when we humbly
acknowledge that "we do not know how to pray
as we ought," are we ready to receive freely
the gift of prayer. "Man is a beggar before
God."
"If you knew the gift of God!" The wonder of
prayer is revealed beside the well where we
come seeking water: there, Christ comes to
meet every human being. It is he who first
seeks us and asks us for a drink. Jesus thirsts;

his asking arises from the depths of God's
desire for us. Whether we realize it or not,
prayer is the encounter of God's thirst with
ours. God thirsts that we may thirst for him.
"You would have asked him, and he would
have given you living water." Paradoxically our
prayer of petition is a response to the plea of
the living God: "They have forsaken me, the
fountain of living waters, and hewn out cisterns
for themselves, broken cisterns that can hold
no water!" Prayer is the response of faith to the
free promise of salvation and also a response
of love to the thirst of the only Son of God.
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