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| will give eternal life to my sheep
Today’s scripture readings are taken from
Acts 13:14, 43-52; Revelation 7:9, 14-17 and
John 10:27-30. In the gospel, Jesus
promises to give eternal life to his sheep.
The universality of everlasting life, to both
Jews and Gentiles alike, is affirmed in the
first reading. The second reading also
reveals the award of eternal life to those who
have persevered in their faith through
persecution, trials and tribulations.

The ancestors of the Jewish people were
nomads, and the nomadic way of life had a
great impact on the Jewish culture. The
images of a shepherd leading the sheep
often appear in the literary writings of the
Jews. To them, a shepherd is a leader and
companion; he is strong and he protects his

sheep against predators and harsh elements.

He is kind, knows his sheep well and holds
them close to his heart as if they are his own
children. He is ready to sacrifice himself
for the love of his sheep and so he holds
unquestionable authority over them.

In the gospels, Jesus often uses the images
of the shepherd and his sheep in his
teachings. When Jesus began his public
ministry in Galilee, a lot of people flocked
around him to listen to him and “he had
compassion on them because they were like
sheep without a shepherd.”(Mark 6:34)
When a Canaanite woman asked Jesus to
cure her daughter, he initially said in reply: “|
was sent only to the lost sheep of the House
of Israel.”(Matthew 15:24) And when Jesus
gathered his apostles, he told them not to be
afraid, as God would send the Holy Spirit to
them; and he addressed them as his “little
flock”(Luke 12:32). In today’s gospel, Jesus
likens his disciples to his sheep and
commends them for their faithfulness. They
know his voice and follow him; and he knows
them and gives them eternal life. In the
second reading, John makes it clear that
salvation is open not just to the Jews but
also to all nations, painting a beautiful
picture of lasting joy and happiness in
heaven. Those who have suffered
persecution and great ordeal to defend their
faith are received and consoled by God:
“These people have washed their robes
white again in the blood of the Lamb; ... and
God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
While eternal life is a God-given gift, we

The Lord is my shepherd. | shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures; he
leads me besides still waters; he restores my
soul. “Heavenly Father, eternal shepherd,
watch over the flock redeemed by the blood
of Christ, and lead us to the fold of
everlasting life.  Grant this through Christ
our Lord Amen.”

News & Others

The 53rd World Day of Prayer For
Vocations
Theme: The Church, Mother of

Vocations

On this day dedicated to prayer for vocations,
| urge all the faithful to assume their
responsibility for the care and discernment of
vocations. When the Apostles sought
someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot,
vocations are born within the Church. From
the moment a vocation begins to become
evident, it is necessary to have an adequate
“sense” of the Church. No one is called
exclusively for a particular region, or for a
group or for an ecclesial movement, but
rather for the Church and for the world. “A
sure sign of the authenticity of a charism is
its ecclesial character, its ability to be
integrated harmoniously into the life of God'’s
holy and faithful people for the good of all’
(ibid., 130). In responding to God's call,
young people see their own ecclesial horizon
expand; they are able to consider various
charisms and to undertake a more objective
discernment. In this way, the community
becomes the home and the family where
vocations are born. Candidates gratefully
contemplate this mediation of the community
as an essential element for their future. They
learn to know and to love their brothers and
sisters who pursue paths different from their
own; and these bonds strengthen in
everyone the communion which they share.
Vocations grow within the Church. In the
course of formation, candidates for various
vocations need to grow in their knowledge of
the ecclesial community, overcoming the
limited perspectives that we all have at the
beginning. To that end, it is helpful to
undertake some apostolic experience
together with other members of the
community, for example: in the company of a
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of the peripheries sharing in the life of the
cloister, to discover the treasure of
contemplation; in contact with missionaries,
to know more closely the mission ad gentes;
and in the company of diocesan priests, to
deepen one’s experience of pastoral life in
the parish and in the diocese. For those who
are already in formation, the ecclesial
community always remains the fundamental
formational environment, towards which one
should feel a sense of gratitude.
Vocations are sustained by the Church. After
definitive commitment, our vocational
journey within the Church does not come to
an end, but it continues in our willingness to
serve, our perseverance and our ongoing
formation. The one who has consecrated his
life to the Lord is willing to serve the Church
wherever it has need.
Among those involved in pastoral activity,
priests are especially important. In their
ministry, they fulfill the words of Jesus, who
said: “I am the gate of the sheepfold [...] |
am the good shepherd” (Jn 10: 7, 11). The
pastoral care of vocations is a fundamental
part of their ministry. Priests accompany
those who are discerning a vocation, as well
as those who have already dedicated their
lives to the service of God and of the
community.

Details at www.vatican.va

Misericordiae Vultus

Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
Francis, Bishop of Rome, Servant of The
Servants of God, to all who read this letter
Grace, Mercy, and Peace.

A Jubilee also entails the granting of
indulgences. This practice will acquire an
even more important meaning in the Holy
Year of Mercy. God's forgiveness knows no
bounds. In the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, God makes even more evident
his love and its power to destroy all human
sin. Reconciliation with God is made
possible through the paschal mystery and
the mediation of the Church. Thus God is
always ready to forgive, and he never tires of
forgiving in ways that are continually new
and surprising. Nevertheless, all of us know
well the experience of sin. We know that we
are called to perfection (cf. Mt 5:48), yet we
feel the heavy burden of sin. Though we feel
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the transforming power of grace, we also
feel the effects of sin typical of our fallen
state. Despite being forgiven, the conflicting
consequences of our sins remain. In the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, God forgives
our sins, which he truly blots out; and yet sin
leaves a negative effect on the way we think
and act. But the mercy of God is stronger
even than this. It becomes indulgence on the
part of the Father who, through the Bride of
Christ, his Church, reaches the pardoned
sinner and frees him from every residue left
by the consequences of sin, enabling him to
act with charity, to grow in love rather than to
fall back into sin.
The Church lives within the communion of
the saints. In the Eucharist, this communion,
which is a gift from God, becomes a spiritual
union binding us to the saints and blessed
ones whose number is beyond counting (cf.
Rev 7:4). Their holiness comes to the aid of
our weakness in a way that enables the
Church, with her maternal prayers and her
way of life, to fortify the weakness of some
with the strength of others. Hence, to live the
indulgence of the Holy Year means to
approach the Father’s mercy with the
certainty that his forgiveness extends to the
entire life of the believer. To gain an
indulgence is to experience the holiness of
the Church, who bestows upon all the fruits
of Christ's redemption, so that God’s love
and forgiveness may extend everywhere. Let
us live this Jubilee intensely, begging the
Father to forgive our sins and to bathe us in
his merciful “indulgence.”

To Be Continued.

Diocese & Other News

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

You are invited to a holy hour of prayer for
vocations to the priesthood and religious life
on Sunday evening April 17th, the World Day
of Prayer for Vocations. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament will begin at 7:30 p.m. at
St. Anne's Parish, Calgary. For further
information contact the Office of Vocations at
403-245-2753.

Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia
Please read the declaration on Euthanasia
and Assisted Suicide as proposed by the
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
and the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. If
you support this Declaration and would like
to add your signature, you are invited to do

s0 using the following link:

English -
http://www.euthanasiadeclaration.ca/sig
n-the-declaration/

French -
http://www.euthanasiadeclaration.ca/fr-s
igner-la-declaration/

The 36th Hike For Life

Saturday, May 7, from 8:30 am — noon at
Prince’s Island Park. Come have fun with
your friends and family. Enjoy free
refreshments and support Respect Life
Educational Programs. For more information
call 403-243-0691 or visit
www.calgaryprolife.com.

Marian Walk For Pro-life

CWL St Mary's Cathedral invites you to our
2016 "Marian Walk for Pro-Life" scheduled
for Sunday, May 15th, 2016 at 3:00 pm. The
walk begins with Rosary procession from St
Mary's Cathedral to the Shrine of the Unborn
at St Mary's Cemetery. Fr John Kohler will
lead the procession. For more information
contact Rita at ritaorjionwe@gmail.com or
Aileen at galvez57family@yahoo.com

Parish Activities
Family Rosary during

the month of May

The month of May is traditionally dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Parish Pastoral Council along with
representatives from different church groups,
will bring the Statue of the Blessed Virgin
Mary on pilgrimage from home to home and
pray family rosary in the month of May. Fr
Nguyen will also bless the home during the
visit upon request by the family. Parishioners
are encouraged to invite their godchildren

or godparents, friends and relatives to join
the family rosary.

To participate as a host family in this
devotion, please call Parish Office.

We will pray the Rosary 20 minutes before
each Sunday Mass, and we will pray the
Rosary and sing hymns with Choir in front of
the Cove of Mary before 11:30 a.m. Mass.
Parishioners are encouraged to take part in
the Rosary and sing together in dedication to
Mother Mary.

P3EE3H

Together in Action 2016

The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for
they will be shown Mercy.”

Our parish’s target is $22,133, as designated
by the Diocese. As of April 4, our campaign
has received a total of $14,630.

We plead for your ongoing support. Together
we will help thousands within our own
communities and abroad through difficult
times. Let's give sacrificially, act out our faith,
and join Together in Action

Parishioners can pick up the donation
envelopes at the entrances. Let's take action
now!

Weekly Activities
| Fri April 22
St. Angela School attend Mass
Time: 9:00a.m.
OLPH Senior Centre
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall
OLPH Scout
Time: 6:30pm.-8:30pm
Place: OLPH Upper & Lower Hall
| Saturday April 23 |
Legion of Mary ( meeting )
Time: 9:45a.m.
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church
Tai Chi Lesson
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall
Yoga beginner class
Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall
R. C.L.A (Mandarin)
Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m.
Place: K of C Room
Young Adults visit Masion Senior
Living
Time: 4:00pm-4:45pm
Young Adults choir practice
Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.
Place: OLPH Upper Hall
Faith Sharing Group (Arbour Lake)
Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m.
Contact: Grace Chan 403-208-1806
| Sunday April 24
R. C.L.A (Cantonese and English)
Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall
Sunday School
Time: 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m.
Place: OLPH Church Office Building
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Stories Faith Sharing

Fr. Ken Gill's story

Mother Theresa used to say that “God draws
straight with crooked lines”. As a “second
career” vocation | couldn't agree with her
more and thankfully so! | first heard the call
while in college. After meeting with my
pastor he suggested | continuing discerning
while in school and then working for a while.
Who knew that discernment would span 25
years! During that time | moved to
Washington DC (1987) where | was blessed
to work in the fields of neurophysiology,
information technology, and business
development working in the private sector
and the federal government. Wonderful and
lasting friendships were formed and | had a
real sense of gratitude for the opportunities |
was given. However, following the journey of
Blessed John Paul Il during the last years of
his life occasionally would bring to mind
some of those earlier desires that were in my
heart when | was younger.

Then my mother and our Blessed Mother
took over. One Christmas my mom gave me
the gift of my grandfather’s Rosary. | started
praying the Rosary before daily Mass every
day, and the Blessed Mother has wrapped
her arms around me ever since leading me
closer to her Son. | became more active in
the parish as an altar server and lector, and
as an RCIA sponsor. Then in the fall of 2007
| was blessed to go on a pilgrimage to the
Holy Land and walk in the footsteps of Jesus.
Praying at the tomb of our Lord in the Holy
Sepulcher | offered my life to serve our Lord
if that is what He desired for me. This was
confirmed for me the following year when, on
a pilgrimage to Assisi, | encountered an
inscription on the wall outside of the Basilica
which said in part “on October 4, 1962, the
Feast of St. Francis, Pope John XXIII
celebrated Mass here”. That is the exact day,
month, and year | was born, and | knew the
seminary | would more than likely attend was
Blessed John XXIII Seminary. So for me this
was like an email confirmation from heaven.
Afterwards, | was on a business trip in Austin,
TX sitting in a hotel room when | received
the phone call I had been accepted. | wanted
to shout out the window to share with the
world the great joy that was in my heart.
That joy grows every day. These journeys
don't happen alone, it is only with the
support and prayers of so many people
known and unknown to us that it is possible.

| offer my formation as a gift of thanksgiving
to Almighty God and to all the countless
people who make it possible.

Read More Know More

Holy Orders
What is Holy Orders ?

Holy Orders is a sacrament instituted by
our Lord Jesus Himself, by which is
given the power of administering the
sacraments, together with grace to
administer them worthily.

How many kinds of orders are there?
There are two kinds of orders, minor
orders and major orders. The major
orders are subdiaconate, diaconate and
priesthood, of which the highest is the
priesthood.

How many grades are there in the
priesthood?

There are two grades, bishop and priest.
What powers has the priest?

The priest has the most exalted powers,
namely, the power of consecrating the
Blessed Eucharist at Mass and offering it
in sacrifice to God, and the power of
absolving sins in Confession.

What kind of persons can receive Holy
Orders?

Those who can receive Holy Orders, are of
good example and of good reputation, who
have a vocation from God, and who are not
otherwise impeded.

What is the duty of the faithful towards
bishops and priests ?

The faithful should honour and obey their
bishops, and priests; and should protect
and help them according to their means.
If children have a vocation from God to
the priesthood, how should their parents
act?

Their parents should encourage and help
them, but must not hinder them from
following God's call.

Daily Prayer for Priests

Daily Prayer for Priests

0O Jesus, Eternal Priest;

keep all Your priests within the shelter of
Your Sacred Heart, where none may harm
them.

Keep unstained their anointed hands which
daily touch Your Sacred Body.

Keep unsullied their lips purpled with Your
Precious Blood.

Keep pure and unearthly their hearts sealed
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with the sublime marks of Your glorious
priesthood.

Let Your holy love surround them and shield
them from the world's contagion.

Bless their labors with abundant fruit, and
may the souls to whom they have ministered
to be their joy and consolation

and in Heaven their beautiful and everlasting
crown.

O Mary, Queen of the clergy, pray for us;
obtain for us many holy priests.
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