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Theme Sharing    
31st Sunday in Ordinary Time   
The Good News for us today is that the story 
of Zacchaeus is not only a story in the past, 
or in the time of Jesus. The story of 
Zacchaeus is also our story, right here, right 
now. This gospel is an invitation for us to 
celebrate God’s love, to experience God’s 
mercy and to renew our commitment to 
Christ and his message. To respond to this 
invitation though we need to make ourselves 
available for God. We need to open the door 
of our hearts for God to come in. We need to 
empty ourselves for God’s grace to fill in. 
So how we could respond to this invitation? 
Three things: 
First, is to make an effort to see Jesus- to 
meet Jesus in a more real and personal way 
even if it looks ridiculous in the eyes of the 
world. Zacchaeus climbed up a tree not 
primarily to get the attention of Jesus, but to 
see him personally. We are not only to see 
Jesus but to experience his presence and to 
receive him as our food in the Eucharist. 
This is also our challenge today. There are 
many things or situations that blocked our 
way from seeing Jesus. 
I have heard people saying that before they 
got up from bed, they would offer a short 
prayer of thanksgiving to God for the gift of 
life, but now instead of praying, the first thing 
they’d do is to check their Facebook or 
Twitter. These are just some of the things 
that blocked our way to see Jesus in our 
lives- the kind of things that give us false 
assurances, false securities, false hopes- 
that once accumulated leaving us more 
empty than before. Our call today, we need 
to see over those things. We need to 
overcome all those and then we see Jesus 
in person- maybe through someone who is 
grieving and needing a listening ear, maybe 
through some families who couldn’t pay their 
rent, maybe a friend whose spouse is in the 
hospital. Zacchaeus made an effort to climb 
up a tree to see Jesus from the vantage 
point of view. This could also mean ‘prayer’ 
or lifting up of ourselves before God. Prayer 
always helps us not only to see the real 
situation or mess we are in, but to get out of 
it. 
The second is to accept who we really are 
and as sinners before God. Again, we can 
learn from Zacchaeus. He was short in 
stature and he couldn’t do anything about it, 
but he could do something with it. It is a task 

for us to do today, because our time is 
characterized by ‘IMAGES’, perfect image, 
perfect body, someone with an X-Factor, or 
someone who’s got talent or someone with 
‘the voice’. What about if we don’t have 
those aspects in our lives? Zacchaeus 
couldn’t do anything about his being short in 
stature, but he did something with it– that 
might have helped him to climb the tree 
quicker. 
Another thing we can learn from Zacchaeus 
is that he didn’t let the people’s perception 
on him block his way nor stop him to see 
Jesus. As a  tax-collector, he really couldn’t 
avoid the common perception that he was a 
cheat, a traitor for the Jews, an extortionist if 
you like. Let them think about him that way, 
but that didn’t stop him to go to Jesus, to 
acknowledge his being a ‘cheat’ if you like 
before Jesus and to do something about it. 
This is a good thing about accepting who we 
truly are because through this we can also 
do what we are capable of- that we are 
capable of doing good, noble and honest 
things not only for ourselves but for others. 
Third is to listen to Jesus’ words ‘Come 
down and I will have dinner at your house.’ 
This is a call for us to make a place for 
Jesus in our homes, in our lives, in our 
hearts. This means we let God be in the 
picture of our life. This means we look for 
God for the answers the questions in life we 
have, not to google it. If Christ is alive in us, 
real conversion occurs, and all other things 
we have, would pale in comparison or even 
fade into the background. Zacchaeus had 
realized this that ‘he stood his ground and 
said to the Lord, ‘Look, sir, I am going to give 
half my property to the poor and if I have 
cheated anybody I will pay him back four 
times the amount.’ Wow, what a resolve! It 
just goes to show that if we experienced real 
conversion and real relationship with Christ, 
things, possessions, fame, or popularity 
wouldn’t matter anymore. 
So as we continue our celebration of the 
mass today, let us ask ourselves: What effort 
are we taking to celebrate God’s love, to 
experience God’s mercy and to renew our 
commitment to Christ and his message? 
Zacchaeus did it by making an effort to see 
Jesus, by being true to himself before him 
and by welcoming Jesus into his home-his 
life. 
How about us? What effort are we taking? 
 

Pope’s Monthly 
Prayers Intention 
 

November General and Missionary 
Intention 
Universal: Countries Receiving Refugees 
That the countries which take in a great 
number of displaced persons and refugees 
may find support for their efforts which show 
solidarity.  
Evangelization: Collaboration of Priests and 
Laity 
That within parishes, priests and lay people 
may collaborate in service to the community 
without giving in to the temptation of 
discouragement. 
 

Saints Quotes 
October 31 – Monday 
The Christian life is the continuation and 
completion of the life of Christ in us. We 
should be so many Christs here on earth, 
continuing his life and his works, labouring 
and suffering in a holy and divine manner in 
the Spirit of Jesus. 
-St. John Eudes 
November 1– Tuesday 
The Divine Heart is an ocean full of all good 
things, wherein poor souls can cast all their 
needs; it is an ocean full of joy to drown our 
ocean of mercy to those in distress, an 
ocean of love in which to submerge our 
poverty. 
-St. Margaret Mary Alacoque 
November 2– Wednesday 
No one should follow what he considers to 
be good for himself, but rather what seems 
good for another. Let them put Christ before 
all else; and may be lead us all to everlasting 
life. -St. Benedict 
November 3 – Thursday 
May Christ be heart in our language, may 
Christ be seen in our life, may he be 
perceived in our hearts .-St. Peter Damian 
November 4 – Friday 
Love aright and you will never be sad. 
Embrace God’s will and you will be filled with 
joy and peace.- 
-St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
November 5– Saturday 
The devil may try to use the hurts of life, and 
sometimes our own mistakes to make you 
feel it is impossible that Jesus really loves 
you, is really cleaving to you. This is a 
danger for all of us, and so sad, because it is 
completely the opposite of what Jesus is 
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really wanting, waiting to tell you…he loves 
you always, even when you don’t feel 
worthy. 
-St. Teresa of Calcutta 
 

Diocese & Other News 
500th Anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation 
The Pope and Lutheran leaders will meet on 
Oct. 31st to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
The Catholic Diocese and the local Lutheran 
Synod will commemorate this historical 
event with a re-presentation of the video 
created on that occasion with the prayer 
service, as well as commentary by Lutheran 
and Catholic leaders on Nov 8th from 
7:00-8:30pm at the Catholic Pastoral Centre, 
120 17th Ave SW, Calgary.  The joint event 
will highlight the 50 years of continuous 
ecumenical dialogue between Catholics and 
Lutherans and their joint collaboration. The 
focus will also be to express the gifts of the 
Christian communities of the Reformation 
and ask forgiveness for division perpetuated 
by Christians from the two traditions. 
Refreshments will be provided. Please 
RSVP to 
Caroline.Silveira@calgarydiocese.ca or call 
403-218-5523 by Nov. 7th for free event 
tickets. 
 

Parish Activities 

World Mission Sunday-Thank You 
Thank you very much for your generous 
support for World Mission Sunday. We 
collected $2,383 last week. 
This support is a blessing for the Priests, 
Sisters, Brothers and Lay Catechists who 
depend on this help through the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith. Please 
continue to pray for all who serve in mission 
countries that they may remain steadfast in 
their vocation to bring Christ’s message of 
love to those they serve – the world’s most 
vulnerable. 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
on November 5 
The November’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Sunday School & 
Young Adults Group on  
November 5 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

November is the month  
for all souls: 
All Souls Day is on November 2 
“ Comfort my people” Is.40:1 
Remembering our loved ones and  
those who feel their loss. 
Fr. Nguyen will pray for the deceased during 
Masses in November.  
A Registration Book will be placed at the 
side entrance of the church. Parishioners 
who wish to pray for their ancestors are 
invited to write down the names of their 
deceased ancestors.  
Plenary Indulgence 
To obtain the plenary indulgence on 
November 1-November 8, we must  
receive Communion and sacramental 
Confession (and have no attachment to sin, 
even venial). Communion must be received 
each day we wish to gain the indulgence, but 
we only need to go to Confession once 
during the period. And, as with all plenary 
indulgences, we must pray for the intentions 
of the Holy Father (one Our Father and one 
Hail Mary) each day we perform the work of 
the indulgence. 
 

Catholic Education Sunday 
Second Donation on November 6 
November 6, 2016 is Catholic Education 
Sunday. It is a day meant for all of us - 
parents, grandparents, alumni, students, 
friends, and community members to come 
together to celebrate and give thanks for 
Catholic education. Our schools are an 
expression of our faith and a gift, both to our 
children and to our community. 
This Sunday is our opportunity to support 
quality Catholic education in our community 
and to ensure the present and future needs 
of Catholic education are met. The Calgary 
Catholic Education Foundation (CCEF) is a 
charitable organization dedicated to 
enhancing educational experiences for 
students in the Calgary Catholic School 
District (CCSD). Your generosity will make a 
difference for over 54,000 CCSD students.   
On November 6, there will be a special 
collection at each mass. It only takes one 
person, or one action, to make a difference 
in many lives. Let that person be you. Thank 
you. 
 

Flu Vaccination 
Flu shot immunization will be available to 
parishioners - thanks to Dr. John Poon. 
Date: November 6 

Time: 9:15 a.m. and 11:15 am. 
Place: Parish office 
Price: Free for those who are Albertans 
     aged 9 years and up. 
Alberta Health Card is needed. 
 

Breakfast Corner – World Youth Day 
Presentation 
Date: November 20 (Sunday) 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall  
Sponsor: Young Adult Group, Pastoral 
        Care Team  
Breakfast in Cantonese style with pan fried 
noodle and congee and steamed rice crepe 
will be served after 10:00 am and 11:30 am 
mass, complimentary muffins and drinks 
after 8:30 am mass.  
Breakfast ticket is $5 each, sale at Church 
main entrance.  
World Youth Day Presentation – 
From 1:00p.m. to 3:00 pm.  
A group of 16 young adults from OLPH had 
pilgrimage to World Youth Day 2016 in 
Poland. A presentation by the group will 
include speech of sharing their experience, 
photos, slideshow, prayer and song. 
 

Paint Nite for Hurricane Relief in Haiti 
Youth Group will be hosting a Paint Nite 
fundraiser on November 19, 2016 from 
7:00-9:00pm at Upper Hall. Tickets will be 
$45 per person, $15 will be going to the 
Diocese of Calgary emergency appeal to 
support the hurricane relief in Haiti by 
Development and Peace - Caritas Canada. 
All parishioners, friends and families are 
welcome to attend. Please contact Jenny or 
visit 
https://www.paintnite.com/events/1122694.ht
ml to purchase tickets. 
 

Together in Action 2016 
The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme 
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown Mercy.” As of October14, 
our campaign has received a total of 
$37,140.95. We plead for your ongoing 
support. Parishioners can pick up the 
donation envelopes at the entrances.  
 

  Weekly Activities 
 

     Wed, Fri Nov 2, 4 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
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         Fri Nov4 
  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-9:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 

       Sat Nov5 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
Place: OLPH Church 
Father Joseph Nguyen and Pastoral  
Care Team member visit cemeteries to  
pray for all departed parishioners 
Time: 11:30 a.m. 
Place: Queen's Park cemetery  
     Columbarium Chapel. 

  In the afternoon, we will go to 
  Mountain View Memorial Gardens . 

Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 11:00a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Venture Scouts 
  Time: 4:00p.m.-6:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Lower Hall 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 

        Sun Nov 6 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 
Youth Choir 
Time: 11:00a.m.-1:00p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 

  K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
Time: 12 : 30p.m.-3:00p.m  
Place: OLPH Church K of C room 

  Queen of China meeting 
  Time:12: 30p.m.-2:30p.m 
  Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 

Death took 100, Worry took the 
Others 
Death was walking toward a city one 
morning and a man asked, "What are you 
going to do?" 
"I'm going to take 100 people," Death 
replied. 

"That's horrible!" the man said. 
"That's the way it is," Death said. "That's 
what I do." 
The man hurried to warn everyone he could 
about Death's plan. 
As evening fell, he met Death again. "You 
told me you were going to take 100 people," 
the man said. "Why did 1,000 die?" 
"I kept my word," Death responded. "I only 
took 100 people. Worry took the others." 
This interesting tale portrays so well what 
the US National Mental Health Committee 
reported a few years ago - half of all the 
people in America's hospital beds are 
constant worriers. Mental distress can lead 
to migraine headaches, arthritis, heart 
trouble, cystitis, colitis, backaches, ulcers, 
depression, digestive disorders and yes, 
even death. the mental fatigue of nights 
without sleep and days without peace, then 
we get a glimpse of the havoc worry plays in 
destroying the quality and quantity of life. 
Worry is, and always will be, a fatal disease 
of the heart, for its beginning signals the end 
of faith. 
Release the regrets of yesterday, refuse the 
fears of tomorrow and receive instead, the 
peace of today. 
Free your mind and you will be glad you did. 
 

November Month for All souls 
November the Month for All souls 
November begins with All Saints Day and All 
Souls Day, and so it is appropriate that the 
Church calls us, throughout the month, to 
remember the Holy Souls in Purgatory. In 
recent years, perhaps no Catholic doctrine 
has been more misunderstood by Catholics 
themselves than the doctrine of Purgatory. 
Consequently, we tend to downplay it, even 
seem a little embarrassed by it, and it is the 
Holy Souls who suffer because of our 
discomfort with the doctrine. 
Simply put, Purgatory is where those who 
have died in grace, but who have not fully 
atoned for the punishments resulting from 
their sins, go to finish their atonement before 
entering Heaven. A soul in Purgatory may 
suffer, but he ultimately has the assurance 
that he will enter Heaven when his 
punishment is complete. 
As Christians, we don't travel through this 
world alone. Our salvation is wrapped up 
with the salvation of others, and charity 
requires us to come to their aid. The same is 
true of the Holy Souls. In their time in 

Purgatory, they can pray for us, and we 
should pray for them that they may be freed 
from the punishment for their sins and enter 
into Heaven. 
We believe that those Holy Souls for whom 
we pray will continue to pray for us after they 
have been released from Purgatory. So if we, 
too, should die after confessing our sins, but 
before atoning fully for them, those souls for 
whom we have prayed will offer prayers for 
us while we are in Purgatory. It's a 
comforting thought, and one that should 
encourage us, especially in this month of 
November, to offer our prayers for the Holy 
Souls.  
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