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Theme Sharing    
Second Sunday of Advent 
Preparing the way of the Lord 
John the Baptist could be the central figure 
in today’s homily. He prepared the way for 
the people of his time to understand the 
good news of their salvation. That is the way 
God normally works; He sends the message 
of salvation to us through each other. As St 
Paul once put it, how can people know the 
truth about God if they have never heard it; 
and how can they hear if nobody is sent to 
them? 
Jesus found his first disciples among those 
who were influenced by the preaching of 
John the Baptist. He had showed them the 
value of self-control and of prayer; he urged 
them to listen to the inner voice of God, with 
repentance and a faithful heart. The high 
point of John’s short ministry was his 
meeting with Jesus. Not only did he get to 
baptise Our Lord but he also helped some of 
his own followers to go with Jesus and 
become the first Christian disciples. Through 
him, Andrew and his brother Peter, and 
Philip and Nathanael became apostles of 
Jesus. 
Clearly, God wishes us Christians also to 
help help other people to know and love him. 
If in the first place, we were more committed 
to our own Christian calling, we would be 
more effective in influencing others towards 
religious commitment. Parents have the first 
opportunity to point their children towards 
God. But their words will only be effective 
when backed up by the actual example of 
their own faith and prayer. 
People can influence others, for good or ill, 
in all sorts of ways. A special kind of 
influence rests with the journalists and 
opinion-formers who work in the media, 
press, radio and television and through the 
internet. But ordinary people outside the 
media can also influence the views and 
values of those with whom they talk and live. 
When looked at in light of today’s Gospel, 
does our way of speaking and behaving in 
any way help others to  
share our values, or do we confirm their 
suspicion that this world is a selfish and 
cynical place? 
And what about fostering vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life, or to  
some active form of church service? The 
ability of our Church to go on as a visible,  

organised community continuing in the 
prayer-life and values of Jesus is under 
serious question today. But if enough people 
open their hearts to God’s work, as did John 
the Baptist and those first disciples, Andrew 
and Philip and Peter, then a way will be 
found to keep the world aware of the saving 
message of Christ. 
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah prophesies that Jesus will bring 
reconciliation between even natural enemies: 
the wolf with the lamb, the cow with the bear, 
even the small child with the venomous 

snake. Who are your enemies? Do not lose 
hope for reconciliation. Through Jesus we 
too can experience reconciliation in our lives 
and in our world. John the Baptist calls all 
people to repentance so that we can live in 
harmony with one another and welcome one 
another in the same way Christ has 
welcomed us. We can hope that through 
steadfastness and endurance we too can 
prepare the way for Lord’s healing of division. 
Action: Look in your community and among 
your neighbours, family, and friends. Where 
there is division, take the first step towards 
reconciliation. 
 

2016 Christmas and New Year Mass Schedule 

 

 

December 24  
(Christmas Eve) 
5:00pm Mandarin 
Mass will be 
suspended 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 

 
 
  

7:00 p.m. 
 
8:30 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
Christmas Play ( Upper 
Hall ) 
English / Mandarin/ 
Cantonese Mass 
 

 
 
December 25  
(Christmas Day) 

 
 
 
 
Sunday 

 

 
 8:30 a.m. 
 10:00 a.m. 
  
 11:30 a.m. 

 

/  

 

 
English Mass 
Bi-lingual Mass (English 
/Cantonese) 
Cantonese Mass 
 

 
December 31  
(New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving & 
Mandarin Evening 
Mass) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturday 

 
 
 
 
 
 

9:00 a.m. 
5:00 p.m.    
 

 

 
 
 
English Mass 
Mandarin Mass 

 
 

 
January 1 
( New Year’s Mass) 

 
 
 
 

Sunday 

 

 

  
8:30 a.m. 
10:00 a.m. 
  
11:30 a.m. 

 

/  

 
 

 
English Mass 
Bi-lingual Mass (English 
/Cantonese) 
Cantonese Mass 
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‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Apostolic Letter 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Pope Francis: To All Who Read This 
Apostolic Letter-Mercy and Peace 
A woman and Jesus meet. She is an 
adulteress and, in the eyes of the Law, liable 
to be stoned. Jesus, through his preaching 
and the total gift of himself that would lead 
him to the Cross, returned the Mosaic Law to 
its true and original intent. Here what is 
central is not the law or legal justice, but the 
love of God, which is capable of looking into 
the heart of each person and seeing the 
deepest desire hidden there; God’s love 
must take primacy over all else. This Gospel 
account, however, is not an encounter of sin 
and judgement in the abstract, but of a 
sinner and her Saviour. Jesus looked that 
woman in the eye and read in her heart a 
desire to be understood, forgiven and set 
free. The misery of sin was clothed with the 
mercy of love. Jesus’ only judgement is one 
filled with mercy and compassion for the 
condition of this sinner. To those who wished 
to judge and condemn her to death, Jesus 
replies with a lengthy silence. His purpose 
was to let God’s voice be heard in the 
conscience not only of the woman, but also 
in those of her accusers, who drop their 
stones and one by one leave the scene (cf. 
Jn 8:9). Jesus then says: “Woman, where 
are they? Has no one condemned you?… 
Neither do I condemn you. Go your way and 
from now on do not sin again” (vv. 10-11). 
Jesus helps the woman to look to the future 
with hope and to make a new start in life. 
Henceforth, if she so desires, she can “walk 
in charity” (Eph 5:2). Once clothed in mercy, 
even if the inclination to sin remains, it is 
overcome by the love that makes it possible 
for her to look ahead and to live her life 
differently. 
                To Be Continued. 
 
 
 

Saints Quotes 
December 5 – Monday 
When we must do something we dislike, let 
us say to God: “ My God, I offer you this in 
honour of the moment when you died for me. 
-St. John Vianney 
December 6– Tuesday 

Prayer makes your heart bigger, until it is 
capable of containing the gift of God himself. 
Prayer begets faith, faith begets love, and 
love begets service on behalf of the poor.-St. 
Teresa of Calcuta 
December 7– Wednesday 
As waters flow from the mountains down into 
the valleys, so too, do God’s graces flow 
only into humble souls. -St. Faustina 
December 8– Thursday 
The greatest saints, those richest in grace 
and virtue, will be the most assiduous in 
praying to the most Blessed Virgin, looking 
up to her as the perfect model to imitate and 
as a powerful helper to assist them.-St. 
Louis Marie de Montfort 
December 9 – Friday 
The more desperate things seem, the more 
must we hope in God. When your aid fails, 
God’s aid is close by. –  
St. Ignatius of Loyola 
December 10 – Saturday 
To saints their very slumber is a prayer.- St. 
Jerome 
 

Parish Activities 
Mission Mexico Day (December 12) 
On December 10-11 we will take up a 
special collection. 
Mission Mexico is an outreach project to 
marginalized mountain communities in 
southern Mexico. We are asking every 
parishioner in the diocese to support this 
missionary outreach.  
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
Even with the Extraodrinary Year of Mercy 
behind us, doors across our Diocese remain 
open for you to experience the peace, love, 
and joy brought by participating in the 
sacrament of Reconciliation. In addition to 
the regular parish schedule, the sacrament 
of Reconciliation will be available at parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Calgary all the 
Wednesdays of Advent. December 7, 14 and 
21 from 7:30pm–8:30pm 
You shall confess your sins at least once a 
year 
You cannot receive the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist if you fail to go to Confession 
within one year. 
 

Thanksgiving New Year’s Eve Mass 
and Dinner 
In thanksgiving for the many graces given to 
us by God in 2016, Fr. Joseph and Parish 

Pastoral Council will host a Father’s kitchen 
New Year’s Eve party at OLPH Upper Hall. 
Everyone is welcome. 
Date: December 31, 2016 ( Saturday) 
Time: After 5:00pm New Year’s Eve 
Thanksgiving Mandarin Evening Mass 
Ticket: $30 per person.  
Tickets are available on sale starting Sunday 
December 4 at the church entrance or 
contact Sr. Chan. 
 

Light up for Christmas 
To celebrate the start of a new liturgical year 
and the Christmas Season, our Church will 
hold a Light up for Christmas  
Ceremony on the first Tuesday in December 
(Dec6), after the 6:30pm Marian mass. 
Parishioners, friends and families are 
cordially invited to come out to help 
celebrate this happy occasion.  
 

Youth and Young Adults Group 
Advent Retreat 
All youths and young adults are invited to the 
annual Advent retreat. The theme of this 
year’s retreat is: Reformatting our Hearts for 
Jesus. Retreat will include spiritual talks, 
activities, games and dinner.  
Date: December 10, 2016 
Time: 5PM-10PM 
Location: FCJ Centre (219 19 Ave SW) 
Cost: $10/participant 
For more information, please contact John 
Guo. 
 

2017 Calendar 
2017 Parish Calendars are available now. 
Parishioners can pick them up at church 
entrances.  
 

Together in Action 2016 
The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme 
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown Mercy.”  
As of October14, our campaign has received 
a total of $37,140.95. We plead for your 
ongoing support.  
 

  Weekly Activities 
 

     Wed, Fri Dec 7, 9 
OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

         Fri Dec 9 
  Wing Kei Greenview Mass 

Time: 10:00a.m. 
  Place: 307- 35 Ave. N.E 
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  OLPH Scout 
  Time: 6:30pm.-9:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall 

       Sat Dec 10 
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 9:30a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Legion of Mary  
Time: 12:00pm-4:00pm 
Place: OLPH Upper Hall 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m. 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Youth and Young Adults Group 
  Advent Retreat 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-10:00p.m.  
  Place: FCJ centre 
  Faith Sharing Group ( N.W.) 
  Time: 7:30p.m.-10:00p.m. 
  Contact: Anna Tam 403-285-5023 

        Sun Dec 11 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 

Why Jesus is Better than Santa Claus 
Santa lives at the North Pole... JESUS is 
everywhere. 
Santa rides in a sleigh... JESUS rides on the 
wind and walks on the water. 
Santa comes but once a year... JESUS is an 
ever-present help. 
Santa fills your stockings with goodies... 
JESUS supplies all your needs. 
Santa comes down your chimney uninvited... 
JESUS stands at your door and knocks, and 
then enters your heart when invited. 
You have to wait in line to see Santa... 
JESUS is as close as the mention of His 
name. 
Santa lets you sit on his lap... JESUS lets 
you rest in His arms. 
Santa doesn’t know your name, all he can 
say is “Hi little boy or girl, what’s your 
name?”... JESUS knew our name before we 
did. Not only does He know our name, He 
knows our address too. He knows our 

history and future and He even knows how 
many hairs are on our heads. 
Santa has a belly like a bowl full of jelly... 
JESUS has a heart full of love. 
All Santa can offer is “HO HO HO...” JESUS 
offers health, help and hope. 
Santa says “You’d better not cry”... JESUS 
says, “Cast all your cares on me for I care 
for you.” 
Santa’s little helpers make toys... JESUS 
makes new life, mends wounded hearts, 
repairs broken homes and builds mansions. 
Santa may make you chuckle but... JESUS 
gives you joy that is your strength. 
While Santa puts gifts under your tree... 
JESUS became our gift and died on a tree. 
It’s obvious there is really no comparison. 
We need to remember WHO Christmas is all 
about. We need to put Christ back in 
CHRISTmas, Jesus is still the reason for the 
season. Yes, JESUS is better, He is even 
better than Santa Claus. Merry CHRISTmas! 
 

Read More Know More 
A Good Confession begins with 
Questions 
I think the secret to getting more out of the 
sacrament of confession… is taking the time 
to ask yourself important questions. Every 
conversion point begins with a question. 
Is this all there is?  
Should I be doing something different with 
my life?  
Am I being as good a Christian as I can be?  
How can I be better?  
I like asking myself questions like these. 
Don’t usually come up with good answers … 
but it’s a sort of bold way to wake me up and 
get me into a deeper level of living a spiritual 
life. 
The answer was like the bright sun breaking 
through the clouds. 
Somehow - being able to put a “label” on 
where one is at in life….is so transforming. 
It’s like, yes, now I can deal with this. … and 
I can look at my life with better 
understanding. I can deal with it… once I just 
figure it out! 
I think if I could encourage anyone to do 
anything.. I would say… ask yourself 
questions. Maybe not every day - but often. 
The same questions or new ones… the 
answers will always be different.. but the 
experience of looking at your life for answers 
- opening yourself to God for HIS answers…. 
is totally, totally life changing. 

What is God saying to me today? What does 
God want for me? Do I believe God loves 
me? If not, why not. If yes, how much do I 
believe and accept his love in my life? How 
much do I really trust God? 
No one needs to know the answers but 
you… but you will be empowered… always.. 
when you ask yourself questions and take 
time to let them germinate 
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