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Christmas Season 
Christmas During the Night 
What we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God.  
For our salvation God gave us everything 
He had—He gave us His only Son, Jesus. 
How do we say 'thank you' for a gift like 
that? Recognising the magnitude of 
God's gift this Christmas should change 
the orientation of our lives. Christmas 
calls us to make stewardship a way of 
life.  
Christmas Day 
And the Word became flesh and lived 
among us (John 1.14) 
On this day we commemorate the 
stewardship of God the Father in the  
incarnation of the Son for the salvation of 
the world. It is through our practice of 
stewardship that the Word made flesh, 
Jesus, continues to live among us.  
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph  
"God has brought laughter for me." 
(Genesis 21.6) 
Christian discipleship is an adventure. 
We can never know what God has in mind 
with the gifts He has given us. Yet, like 
Abraham, we obey in faith so that we too 
may laugh like Sarah in the abundant and 
surprising blessings God bestows upon 
His faithful.  
Mary Mother of God 
The shepherds went back glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and 
seen. (Luke 2:20) 
The shepherds proclaimed the good 
news of the Messiah's birth. What 
miracles have you seen this Christmas 
season? How can you proclaim the good 
news? 
Epiphany 
Arise, shine out, for your light has come, 
the glory of the Lord is rising on you. 
(Isaiah 60) 
The glory of God has been made manifest 
to us in the birth of a Saviour. How can 
your discipleship spread the light of 
Christ upon the dark places of the world?  
Baptism of Our Lord 
"Why do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread . . . ?" (Isaiah 55.2) 
Whether it is our money, our labour, or 
our time, there are many ways we can 
spend it. One of the reasons we live in a 
culture of want is that we squander our 

resources on things that do not satisfy. 
Spend your resources on building the 
Kingdom, your efforts for God's glory, 
and your time in prayer.  

 
 

Theme Sharing    

  

Fourth Sunday of Advent   
Theme: In the lead-up to Christmas we 
venerate Mary, who gave birth to our 
Saviour, our God-with-us. Faith accepts 
the wonder of this gift, from God’s 
merciful providence. 
Believe in God-with-us 
Moments of crisis reveal aspects of 
ourselves that we don’t face up to very 
often. They can show where our real self 
lies. Do we react defensively or 
aggressively out of self-concern, or are 
we able to see beyond ourselves to the 
care of others? Usually crisis also puts 
our faith to the test; are we really 
convinced about God’s care and support 
for us? 
Today’s first reading invites us to analyse 
what true faith is. We meet king Ahaz who 
could not rely on God in the great 
political crisis of his life. What he relied 
on were his military and political security 
systems. Is our faith much the same? Is 
the god we really trust the range of our 
own power and resources, only turning to 
the true God as an extra insurance, a 
vague something to look forward to when 
this world is over? But such faith is 
inadequate. Real faith is relying on God’s 
continual presence with us, not just in 
those moments when human presence 
and support fails. Real faith accepts the 
reality of God in the strong as well as the 
weak moments of life. True faith sees 
God as a dimension of all our experience, 
the Emmanuel. 
This reality of God-with-us is admittedly a 
mystery, and faith in this mystery is a gift. 
However, to say that faith is a gift should 
not be used as a “cop-out,” a pretence 
that it is totally beyond us, a gift for the 
chosen few. We all have some dimension 
of faith in our lives, we are all offered 
some share in this gift. We are invited 
today to use what we have been given, to 
develop it through real searching for the 
truth in all things. We are also called to 
make the great decisions of our lives 
conscientiously according to the faith we 
have been given. 

In bringing out this sense of 
responsibility for our own faith one 
should be careful not to create 
exaggerated guilt. Faith as gift remains 
mysterious, and is confronted by many 
difficulties in our times. Faced with real 
doubts our faith needs confirmation, it 
needs some kinds of sign. 
Faith may involve a leap in the dark, it 
may be the “conviction about things we 
do not see” (Heb 11:1), but seeking signs 
to confirm that conviction is not 
necessarily a testing of God as Ahaz 
would have us believe. It is only when we 
demand signs as a pre-requisite without 
which we refuse to believe, it is only then 
that the seeking for a sign is contrary to 
true faith (cf. Mk 8:11-13.) Signs can be 
sought legitimately and offered as 
confirmation for those who are truly open 
to the word of God and struggling to be 
faithful to what they know of him. 
The promise that God is with us was not 
for Isaiah’s time only, it is for all time. In 
the Christian era the sign of that 
continuing presence is another young 
woman and her child, the Virgin Mary and 
her son Jesus. For Joseph the 
unexpected pregnancy of Mary was not a 
sign to confirm his trust either in her or 
God, it was a contradictory sign. In the 
hours of his darkness he found the 
enlightening Spirit of God, the Spirit who 
teaches us not to judge by what our eyes 
see or by what our ears hear (cf. Is 11:3.) 
This gospel shows us that the signs God 
gives are not always the ones we would 
choose for ourselves. He gives signs for 
those who are willing to take on the 
darkness of doubt in openness and 
sincerity. There are no signs for those 
locked into the need for security only on 
their own terms. 
Ultimately faith is obedience, the gift of 
response to him who is both son of David 
and son of God (second reading.) Christ 
himself in his life, death and resurrection 
is the ultimate sign of God’s presence in 
our world. It is he alone who can evoke 
the fullness of that presence. It is in our 
experiences and encounters with those 
who reflect Christ and his gospel that we 
find signs of God to confirm our faith. 
“No one has ever seen God. It is God the 
only Son, ever at the Father’s side, who 
has revealed him” (Jn 1:1-18.) 
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Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
The problems of life are not always as 
they seem. Mary was engaged to Joseph 
but before they lived together she was 
found to be with child. What was Joseph 
to do? He planned to dismiss her quietly, 
but then an angel appeared and all his 
problems took on new meaning. The 
child is conceived by the Holy Spirit and 
he will be the Saviour! Joseph was afraid 
but had faith and did as the angel 
commanded. In difficult times you do not 
need to walk alone. Next week we 
celebrate the birth of the Christ child, 
Emmanuel, God with us. In times of trial, 
turn to prayer; invite Jesus, Mary, and all 
the saints to guide you and advocate for 
you. Action: The angel’s promise is 
fulfilled as we celebrate the birth of the 
Christ child. Amidst the trials of your life, 
be like Joseph; in faith and humility lay 
your turbulence in the manger and know 
that God is with you. 
 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Apostolic Letter 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Pope Francis: To All Who Read This 
Apostolic Letter-Mercy and Peace 
What great joy welled up in the heart of 
these two women. Forgiveness made 
them feel free at last and happy as never 
before. Their tears of shame and pain 
turned into the smile of a person who 
knows that he or she is loved. Mercy 
gives rise to joy, because our hearts are 
opened to the hope of a new life. The joy 
of forgiveness is inexpressible, yet it 
radiates all around us whenever we 
experience forgiveness. Its source is in 
the love with which God comes to meet 
us, breaking through walls of selfishness 
that surround us, in order to make us in 
turn instruments of mercy. 
How meaningful in this regard are the 
words of encouragement found in an 
early Christian text: “Clothe yourselves in 
joy, which always is agreeable and 
acceptable to God, and rejoice in it. For 
all who are joyful do what is good, think 
what is good, and despise sadness… All 
who put aside sadness and put on joy 
will live in God”. The experience of mercy 

brings joy. May we never allow this joy to 
be robbed from us by our troubles and 
concerns. May it remain rooted in our 
hearts and enable us to approach with 
serenity the events of our daily lives. 
In a culture often dominated by 
technology, sadness and loneliness 
appear to be on the rise, not least among 
young people. The future seems prey to 
an uncertainty that does not make for 
stability. This often gives rise to 
depression, sadness and boredom, which 
can gradually lead to despair. We need 
witnesses to hope and true joy if we are 
to dispel the illusions that promise quick 
and easy happiness through artificial 
paradises. The profound sense of 
emptiness felt by so many people can be 
overcome by the hope we bear in our 
hearts and by the joy that it gives. We 
need to acknowledge the joy that rises up 
in a heart touched by mercy. Let us keep 
in mind, then, the words of the Apostle: 
“Rejoice in the Lord always” (Phil 4:4; cf. 
1 Thess 5:16)     To Be Continued. 
 

Saints Quotes 
December 19– Monday 
To wisdom belongs the intellectual 
apprehension of things eternal; to 
knowledge, the rational apprehension of 
things temporal. -St. Augustine 
December 20– Tuesday 
Prayer is the mother and origin of every 
upward striving of the soul.  
-St. Bonaventure 
December 21– Wednesday 
The saints did not all begin well, but they 
all ended well. -St. John Vianney 
December 22– Thursday 
Earth has no sorrow that heaven cannot 
heal.- St. Thomas More 
December 23 – Friday 
What good is it if the eucharistic table is 
overloaded with golden chalices when 
your brother is dying of hunger? Start by 
satisfying his hunger and then with what 
is left you may adorn the altar as well. 
-St. John Chrysostom 
December 24 – Saturday 
The Christian life is not limited to prayer, 
but requires an ongoing dedication and 
courage born of prayers.-Pope Francis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Activities 
Tuesday Evening Mass Cancelled 
Tuesday Evening Marian Devotion Mass 
will be cancelled on December 27 , 
January 3 and January 10. 
 

Mission Mexico Day  
Last Sunday, we collected totally $1,912 
and will forward to the Diocese for the 
mission in Mexico. 
May God bless you! 
 

Rejoice in God’s Mercy 
The sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
available at parishes throughout the 
Diocese of Calgary all the Wednesdays of 
Advent. December 21 from 
7:30pm–8:30pm 
You shall confess your sins at least once 
a year 
You cannot receive the Sacrament of the 
Eucharist if you fail to go to Confession 
within one year. 
 

Christmas Play 2016 
OLPH Youth Group will performed 
“Christmas To Believe In” at Upper Hall 
on Saturday December 24 at 7:00p.m.  
Come listen to the wonderful hymns sung 
by our choirs, and embrace God's love 
with our hardworking youths.  
All parishioners are encouraged to bring 
friends and relatives to celebrate the joy 
of Christmas. 
 

Together in Action 2016 
The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme 
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown Mercy.”  
As of October14, our campaign has 
received a total of $37,140.95. We plead 
for your ongoing support.  
 
 

  Weekly Activities 
    Wed, Fri Dec 21, 23 

OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

        Wed Dec 21 
  At. Angela School Advent Mass 
  Time: 9:00a.m.Mass 
  Advent Reconciliation 
  Time: 7:30pm–8:30pm 
  Place: OLPH Church 

         Fri Dec 23 
  OLPH Scout 
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  Time: 6:30pm.-9:30pm 
  Place: Upper Hall & Lower Hall    

        Sat Dec 24 
  Christmas Eve Mass 
  7:00 p.m. Hymns & Prayers/ 
          Christmas play 
  8:30 p.m. English / Mandarin/  
         Cantonese Mass 
  Legion of Mary (meeting ) 
  Time: 9:45a.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 

         Sun Dec 25 
  Christmas Day Masses 
  8:30 a.m. English Mass 
  10:00 a.m. English Mass 
  11:30 a.m. Chinese Mass 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 

You Are Invited 
Guest Of Honor : Jesus Christ 
Date : Every day. Traditionally, December  
     25, but He’s always around, so the  
     date is flexible. 
Time : Whenever you’re ready. Please  
     don’t be too late though, or you’ll  
     miss out on all the fun. 
Place : In your heart. He’ll meet you  
      there-you’ll hear Him knock. 
Attire : Come as you are. Grubbies are  
kay as He’ll be washing our clothes 
anyway. He said something about new 
white robes and crowns for everyone 
who stays till the last. 
Ticket : Admission is free. He’s already 
paid for everyone. He says you wouldn’t 
have been able to afford it-it’s cost Him 
everything He had! 
Refreshments : New wine, bread, a 
supper that promises to be out of this 
world!! 
Gift Suggestions: Your heart. He’s one of 
those people who already has everything 
else. (He’s very generous in return 
though-just wait until you see what He 
has for you! 
Entertainment : Joy, Peace, Truth, Light, 
Life, Love, Real Happiness, Communion 
with God, Forgiveness, Miracles, Healing, 
Power, Eternity in Paradise.......and much 
more! (All rated “G” so bring your family 
and friends) 
RSVP: Very Important! He must know 
ahead, so He can reserve a spot for you 
at the table. Also, he’s keeping a list of 
His friends for future reference. He calls it 
the “Lamb’s Book of Life.” 

Party Given By : His Kids. That’s us! 
Hope To See You There! Let us rejoice 
and be glad and give him glory! For the 
wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 
bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, 
bright and clean, was given her to wear. 
(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts 
of the saints) Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the 
Lamb! --Revelation 19:7-9 
 
 

Read More Know More 
Mary surrendered to God 
Whose agenda are you following? Your 
own agenda or God’s agenda? Whose 
will are you doing? Your own will or 
God’s will? Whose kingdom are you 
building up? Your own kingdom or God’s 
kingdom? What about Mary in our Gospel? 
She was certainly not following her own 
agenda or doing her own will or building 
her own kingdom when she said ‘Yes’ to 
the angel Gabriel to become the mother 
of Jesus; “Behold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord. May it be done to me according 
to your word.” (Luke 1:38) Think of the 
consequences it could have had for her. 
She could have been stoned to death 
according to the law of that time (Deut 
22:20-21). For that reason Mary knew that 
from the human point of view she may 
not even be able to bring her pregnancy 
to its full term but she had faith to believe 
that what is impossible for us is possible 
for God. And so with that faith she said 
“yes.” She surrendered into the hands of 
God, and it really was surrendering 
because she did not know what the 
consequences would be. But she had 
faith to believe that no matter what 
difficulties would follow, God would 
provide a way out and a remedy. Mary’s 
final words to the angel are a model for 
each of us, “Behold, I am the handmaid 
of the Lord. May it be done to me 
according to your word.” (Luke 1:38) And 
because Mary surrendered to God, Jesus 
came. 
On the first Christmas Jesus came 
because Mary surrendered to God and 
said ‘yes.’ Will Jesus come to you this 
Christmas? Surrender your agenda, your 
will and your kingdom to God like Mary 
so that Jesus will have room to come to 
you this Christmas.  

“Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your 
word.” (Luke 1:38)    
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