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       Happy New Year 
 May the God of hope fill   
you with all joy and peace 
all year through! 
 

         
     
   
   
 
Theme Sharing    
        

Mary, Mother of God 
“God our Father, may we always receive 
your blessings through the intercession of 
the Virgin Mother Mary; for you bring us life 
and salvation through Jesus Christ her Son.” 
(Opening Prayer) 
“Through the power of the Holy Spirit, Mary 
became the Virgin Mother of your only Son, 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is forever the 
light of the world.” (Preface) 
The first reading speaks of the Holy Name of 
God as the source of all blessings: “So they 
shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will 
bless them.” This foretells that, by the holy 
name of Jesus, we will be saved. As 
Christians, we are gathered under the name 
of Christ and we become truly blessed 
children of God. 
In the second reading, Paul compares the 
identity of men under the old law (bondage 
and slavery) with that under the new 
covenant (God’s heirs). In the time of the 
New Testament, the time was ripe and so 
God executed his plan of salvation. The 
Incarnation of the Son of God then became 
a reality; and Paul emphasized that Christ 
was “born of a woman” and “born under the 
law”.  
Mary is the Mother of God. She is also our 
Mother. We should love her, imitate her and 
pray for her intercession for us. Mary’s fiat 
agreeing to become the Mother of Christ 
signals the start of our salvation because 
she gave birth to our Saviour. 
 “Father, all the good things come from you 
and are accomplished in you. As we now 
celebrate the Feast of Mother of God and 
the beginning of our salvation, please 
shower your blessings on us so that one day 

we are able to obtain the fullness of our 
salvation.” 
 

News & Others 
Pope Francis: Christmas message   
Dear Brothers and Sisters, Happy 
Christmas! 
Today the Church once again experiences 
the wonder of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Saint 
Joseph and the shepherds of Bethlehem, as 
they contemplate the newborn Child laid in a 
manger: Jesus, the Saviour. 
On this day full of light, the prophetic 
proclamation resounds: 
“For to us a child is born, 
To us a son is given. 
And the government will be upon his 
shoulder; 
and his name will be called 
“Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  
(Is 9:6) 
The power of this Child, Son of God and Son 
of Mary, is not the power of this world, based 
on might and wealth; it is the power of love. 
It is the power which created the heavens 
and the earth, which gives life to all creation: 
to minerals, plants and animals; it is the 
force which attracts man and woman, and 
makes them one flesh, one single existence; 
it is the power which gives new birth, 
pardons faults, reconciles enemies, and 
transforms evil into good. It is the power of 
God. This power of love led Jesus Christ to 
strip himself of his glory and become man; it 
led him to give his life on the cross and to 
rise from the dead.  It is the power of 
service, which inaugurates in our world the 
Kingdom of God, a kingdom of justice and 
peace. 
For this reason, the birth of Jesus was 
accompanied by the angels’ song as they 
proclaimed: 
“Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth peace among men with whom 
he is pleased!” (Lk 2:14). 
Today this message goes out to the ends of 
the earth to reach all peoples, especially 
those scarred by war and harsh conflicts that 
seem stronger than the yearning for peace. 
Dear brothers and sisters, 
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is 
given”: he is the “Prince of peace”. Let us 
welcome him! 
             Details at www.Vatican 
 

‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
 Apostolic Letter 
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter 
‘Misericordia et Miseria’ 
Pope Francis: To All Who Read This 
Apostolic Letter-Mercy and Peace 
Now, at the conclusion of this Jubilee, it is 
time to look to the future and to understand 
how best to continue, with joy, fidelity and 
enthusiasm, experiencing the richness of 
God’s mercy. Our communities can remain 
alive and active in the work of the new 
evangelization in the measure that the 
“pastoral conversion” to which we are called 
will be shaped daily by the renewing force of 
mercy. Let us not limit its action; let us not 
sadden the Spirit, who constantly points out 
new paths to take in bringing to everyone the 
Gospel of salvation. 
First, we are called to celebrate mercy. What 
great richness is present in the Church’s 
prayer when she invokes God as the Father 
of mercies! In the liturgy, mercy is not only 
repeatedly implored, but is truly received and 
experienced. From the beginning to the end 
of the Eucharistic celebration, mercy 
constantly appears in the dialogue between 
the assembly at prayer and the heart of the 
Father, who rejoices to bestow his merciful 
love. After first pleading for forgiveness with 
the invocation “Lord have mercy”, we are 
immediately reassured: “May almighty God 
have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life”. With this 
confidence, the community gathers in the 
presence of the Lord, particularly on the holy 
day of the resurrection. Many of the “Collect” 
prayers are meant to remind us of the great 
gift of mercy. In Lent, for example, we pray: 
“O God, author of every mercy and of all 
goodness, who in fasting, prayer and 
almsgiving have shown us a remedy for sin, 
look graciously on this confession of our 
lowliness, that we, who are bowed down by 
our conscience, may always be lifted up by 
your mercy”.   To Be Continued. 
 
 

Saints Quotes 

January 2– Monday 
The bread that you store up belongs to the 
hungry; the coat that lies in your chest 
belongs to the naked; the gold that you have 
hidden in the ground belongs to the poor.-St. 
Basil 
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January 3– Tuesday 
The sweet Name of Jesus produces in us 
holy thoughts, fills the soul with noble 
sentiments, strengthens virtue, begets good 
works, and nourishes pure affection.- St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux 
January 4– Wednesday 
Let us pray for each other Our Lord may give 
us the grace that we need to become 
saints.- St. Bernadette 
January 5– Thursday 
May you trust God that you are exactly 
where you are meant to be.- St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
January 6 – Friday 
The Lord grants in a moment, what we may 
have been unable to obtain in dozens of 
years.- St. Philip Neri 
January 7– Saturday 
When you say to God " Our Father," he has 
his ear right next to your lips.- 
St. Andre Bessette 
 

Parish Activities 
Heartfelt Thank You From Our Pastor 
Fr. Joseph Nguyen 
I would like to sincerely thank Deacon John 
Wu, Deacon Edward Lam, Sisters, Parish 
Pastoral Council, Parish Lay Groups and all 
parishioners for their continued support to 
our parish throughout the year. 
Your generosity and sharing with others of 
God’s gifts, is a perfect example of our 
response to the call of Jesus: “You are my 
witnesses.” Love is the soul of mission and 
we are first and foremost invited to be 
credible witnesses by the way we live as 
Disciples of Christ. Keep up your good work! 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be 
with your spirit and wishing you a joyful and 
peaceful New Year! 
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
on January 7 
The January’s Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament will be led by Pastoral Care Team 
on January 7 from 10am to 11am. 
Fr. Nguyen will listen to Confession. 
Parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

Chinese New Year Banquet 
Date : Saturday February 4 
Time : Reception from 6:00 p.m.,  
     dinner at 6:30 p.m. 
Venue : Regency Palace 
      328 Centre Street, SE. 

Ticket: $35/adult,  
      $15/Child (age 12 or under)                                              
[Note: Children would have to purchase 
Adult tickets should they wish to sit together 
with their parents at the adult’s table]                 
Banquet tickets will be sold at the Church 
main entrance after each mass. Parishioners 
can contact Church Group representatives to 
purchase tickets. Donation of gifts for 
Banquet Draw would be much appreciated. 
Please contact Parish Pastoral Councilors or 
Parish Office for details. 
 

Together in Action 2016 
The 2016 “Together in Action” The theme 
this year is: “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they will be shown Mercy.”  
As of October14, our campaign has received 
a total of $37,140.95. We plead for your 
ongoing support.  
 

  Weekly Activities 
         Fri Jan 6 

OLPH Senior Centre 
Time: 9:00a.m.-12:00 noon 
Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 

 

       Sat Jan 7 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 
Time: 10:00a.m. -11:00 a.m. 
Place: OLPH Church 
Legion of Mary ( meeting ) 
Time: 11:00a.m. 
Place: K of C Room at OLPH Church 
Tai Chi Lesson 
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

  Yoga beginner class 
  Time: 11:30 a.m. - 12:45p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Upper Hall 
  R. C.I.A (Mandarin) 
  Time: 3:00 p.m. - 5:00p.m. 
  Place: K of C Room 
  Young Adults choir practice 
  Time: 5:00p.m.-7:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Lower Hall 

      Sun Jan 8 
  R. C.I.A (Cantonese and English) 
  Time: 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 
  Place: OLPH Church Lower Hall 

Sunday School 
Time: 10:00a.m.-12:30p.m. 
Place: OLPH Church Office Building 

  Young Adults 
  Time: 2:00p.m.-4:00p.m.  
  Place: OLPH Lower Hall 
   

   K of C Matteo Ricci 10119 meeting 
Time: 12 : 30p.m.-3:00p.m  
Place: OLPH Church K of C room 
 

Stories Faith Sharing 

A Personal Story 
Even if my father and mother abandon me, 
the Lord will hold me close. 
A baby just hours old was left in a manger in 
a Christmas nativity outside a New York 
church. A young, desperate mother had 
wrapped him warmly and placed him where 
he would be discovered. If we are tempted to 
judge her, we can instead be thankful this 
baby will now have a chance in life. 
This gets personal for me. As an adopted 
child myself, I have no idea about the 
circumstances surrounding my birth. But I 
have never felt abandoned. Of this much I 
am certain: I have two moms who wanted 
me to have a chance in life. One gave life to 
me; the other invested her life in me. 
Share the love of Christ. 
In Exodus we read about a loving mother in 
a desperate situation. Pharaoh had ordered 
the murder of all baby boys born to the 
Jewish people (1:22). So Moses’s mother 
hid him as long as she could. When Moses 
was three months old, she put him in a 
watertight basket and placed the basket in 
the Nile River. If the plan was to have the 
baby rescued by a princess, grow up in 
Pharaoh’s palace, and eventually deliver his 
people out of slavery, it worked perfectly. 
When a desperate mother gives her child a 
chance, God can take it from there. He has a 
habit of doing that—in the most creative 
ways imaginable.  
Father, today we pray for those facing 
desperate and lonely times. We pray 
especially for poor and defenseless children 
everywhere. Help us meet their needs as we 
are able. 
Share the love of Christ. 
INSIGHT: 
As a result of Jochebed’s faith in God, 
Moses was saved. Amazingly, Jochebed 
was even paid by Pharaoh’s daughter to 
nurse her own son! (Ex. 2:7–9). As the 
grandson of the Pharaoh, Moses was given 
the best education possible as well as 
military and administrative training that 
would enable him to lead many Jews out of 
Egypt (Acts 7:22). Pharaoh sponsored all of 
this. The baby in peril is now a baby of 
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privilege. Only God could accomplish 
something like this! 

Mary Surrender 
Character Study: Mary - Surrender 
"And Mary said, 'Behold, the bond-slave of 
the Lord; may it be done to me according to 
your word.'" Luke 1:38 
I’ve never identified too much with Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. I’m nothing like her really. 
Mary seems so much a background 
character in the gospels; what did she really 
DO? 
Actually, lots. Starting with her very 
sacrificial acceptance of becoming the 
mother of the Messiah. Maybe that would 
appear to be the glory road for any young 
Jewish girl but I think she knew it would not 
be the case. Engaged but not yet married, 
she saw the implications of accepting the 
angel’s proposal immediately. “Mary said to 
the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a 
virgin?’” (Luke 1:34) 
Showing up pregnant and unwed in a society 
that had stoning rules for such things was 
pretty chancy. She accepted but the bigger 
thing is that she did not defend herself at all. 
I really don’t identify with that. I would have 
gone to Joseph and my parents immediately 
and let them in on my big secret so we could 
devise a plan and manage the fallout. She 
didn’t say a word to anyone. Her view must 
have been if God can make me pregnant by 
his Holy Spirit, he can handle the rest of the 
details too.  
Right along, Mary quietly trusted God and let 
him direct her life however he chose without 
adding her own two cents. She was made 
aware pretty close to the beginning that she 
had rough waters ahead. When Jesus was 
presented in the Temple as an infant for his 
purification, a man named Simeon spoke to 
her. He said, “’Behold, this Child is 
appointed for the fall and rise of many in 
Israel, and for a sign to be opposed—and a 
sword will pierce even your own soul—to the 
end that thoughts from many hearts may be 
revealed.’” (Luke 2:34-35) 
In the end, Mary attended the crucifixion of 
Jesus, the Messiah of Israel. But no matter 
who he was to the nation, first he was her 
son. Who can comprehend the pain she 
faced and who would have blamed her if she 
had stayed home? I believe it was in that 
terrible six hours while Jesus hung on the 
cross that Simeon’s prophecy was fulfilled. 
She did not shrink back from it. Mary may 

have been meek and mild but she was no 
wimp! 
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