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Editor’'s Note
Christmas is a time to be thankful. With thankful hearts, we welcome and receive our Lord.

We are thankful for God’s gift of love. We are thankful to all of you, our readers. You inspire
us to continue to do what we love. We hope you will continue to enjoy our magazine and to
celebrate life with us every day.

Merry Christmas!

Editors

Anne Lam, Emily Chan, Jenny Lam, Josephine Li, Peggy Yip, Jane Leung, Teresa Tsuli -
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God Has A Plan

Today is November 25 and God has a plan to give blessings to my godchildren’s family.

In 2009, KPaw Law was a young girl, who was born in a Burma refugee camp, arrived in Canada with
her dad Wepo and the whole family. My memory is fresh like yesterday when they came to OLPH church
to attend mass and | happened to be at the entrance doorsteps. Wepo introduced himself and the family
including the grandma of his children to me. They continued to come to attend mass at OLPH church
frequently even though they moved far away.

It was God’s will to allow me to help them to settle in, especially on their first day of school, then in
donated items like clothing and miscellaneous items from our parishioners, followed by frequent
visitations afterward. We became good friends. The children went on to finish post-secondary education
and became professionals in their own field.

When KPaw Law got married with Ner Dah a year ago, | became their godparents in order for them to
receive the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony. | was not aware of the baptism
arrangement of their child on November 25, and was even debating whether |
should bring my alb and stole to serve in mass that morning. After the Bishop
announcement for my new assignment, | knew that it was my last couple of
days at OLPH parish. The baptism was supposed to take place at 4:30pm that |
day, but Father Joseph rescheduled the baptism ceremony to the morning with
the family consent because of a conflict.

Coincidentally, | offered a mass to my deceased family members that was
supposed to take place on my ordination date of November 18, but because of
my overwriting on the calendar, Father Joseph thought it was for November 25.
So, God has a plan to allow me to serve mass, to participate in KPaw Law and
Ner Dah’s child baptism, to offer mass to my deceased family members, to
bless the child and my godchildren’s family and to bring joy to everyone, Father Joseph included.

May almighty God continues to give us guidance to renew our faith in charity to serve the refugees, the
prisoners, the sicks, the outcasts and the poor.

Deacon Thomas Ha
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Peace will come to Israel
When Jesus is accepted as Messiah

| have met many Jewish people in my lifetime. They are an amazing people. We owe lIsrael, the
Fatherland of Jesus, so much. The Temple Bosses rejected Him. So, He came to the more numerous
gentiles. We are grateful to the Jews forever. They too will accept Jesus as Messiah, for it is written
over the Cross: “Jesus of Nazareth King of the Jews.”

Jesus first sent diplomats to say He would arrive in Bethlehem in a certain year.

True to His word, Jesus arrived on time and on location. But He got a jarring surprise. No one was
there to welcome Him. The inn keepers slammed their doors in His face. He has to spend the night
in a shelter for animals.

Now the angels who came with Him were deeply embarrassed and flew out over the hills searching
for someone, anyone, willing to welcome the great King from above the stars who had just arrived on
earth.

A group of poor ragged shepherds up in the hills came right away. They were amazed at the beautiful
Infant smiling at them. They fell on their knees to worship the King of Heaven who had come to Earth
in the form of a helpless child. But the crowds that should have come were absent. The experts in
scripture, the teachers of the Law, the priests of the Temple and the High Priest did not show up to
welcome Him.

Weeks passed. Then three imposing kings from lands to the east arrived to worship and honor the King
from above the stars. How did they know? God gave them a moving star in the heavens to guided them
for thousands of miles across difficult terrain. The star led them towards Jerusalem where they received
precise directions from experts in scripture as to where the King Messiah was born.
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The three Eastern visitors found the Messiah of God, smiling at them from the
arms of His beautiful Mother. They were the first nobility to give the King-Messiah
a worthy welcome to earth. Perhaps the Chosen People would now wake up and
come in droves to worship their Messiah of Israel. It did not happen.

When the Eastern entourage heard that the king in Jerusalem had murderous
plans for the Messiah-King, they left Israel by another road. The wicked king was
greatly agitated. Turmoil broke out in Jerusalem and the king commanded his
soldiers to march south and destroy the Infant, the Messiah of Israel. That is how
this world welcomed the Son of God coming in a humble form like our own.

But the Messiah escaped across the border and lived in exile until the wicked king was dead. After that
He came back to the land of Promise to teach the world from Israel about the Kingdom of Heaven and
how to get there.

The common people of Israel loved their Messiah and came to hear His words and to be healed by
Him. But the Temple masters dreaded His brightness, for they were in darkness. His perfection and
words were too bright for them to bear. So, they extinguished the Light. They paid a traitor to hand Him
over, and they nailed the Messiah to a cross outside the walls of Jerusalem.

The Messiah now became the Lamb of Sacrifice, the Son of God slaughtered by the priests of Israel
on the soil of Israel. Prophecy was fulfilled by this dreadful deed. He had told them: “Destroy this temple,
and in three days | will raise it up.” John 2:19. “The stone that the builders rejected has become the
cornerstone.” (Luke 20:17).

After rising from death, the Lamb of God returned to His Father in Heaven—mission accomplished.
What happened then?

“As | watched in the night visions, | saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of heaven. And
he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. To him was given dominion and glory and
kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an everlasting
dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that shall never be destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-
14.

The Eternal Sacrifice of the Lamb of God, rendered obsolete the old animal sacrifices of the Temple.

Jewish missionaries traveled into Gentile lands spreading to the four winds the Gospel of Jesus,
Messiah of Israel, Son of God.

And the New Temple of Christ Jesus covered the Earth. For this we bless the Holy Apostles and
missionaries who came out of Israel to teach us the One True religion of God. For “salvation comes
from the Jews.” The Peace of the Messiah be with you!

Patrick Owens
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Some of My Meditation on Christ the King

1. Nativity of Christ
Kings are usually born in a palace. Why is this king born in a manger?

Then the poor can visit, as well as Kings and the Magi, they too, if they so
choose can visit the newborn King in a stable and lying in a manger, whereas
shepherds are not likely allowed into a palace.

The king and priest did not go, even when God sent the wise men from the
East to notify them.

The Nativity of Christ tells us that this is a humble King who comes to serve
and not to be served, and Who allows all to come close to Him.

2. Baptism of the Lord Jesus

Christ asked to be baptized by John, though He is sinless, He came as a
sinner and was baptized with the baptism of repentance. His repentance is
on behalf of all sinners, coming to the waters of Jordon as a sinner, a suffering servant, who took
upon Himself all the sins of the world. This then is the King who came as a suffering servant on
behalf of humanity to offer Himself to God the Father. This King became the Lamb of God who
took away the sins of the world.

3. Temptation of the Lord

In overcoming temptation, He is a King Who conquered evil. A King who ruled over Himself
completely. We too need to be a person who can rule over ourselves with Christ completely and
always fulfilling the Will of our Father in heaven.

4. The king rides into Jerusalem on a donkey.

This is a King who comes in humility, “Do not be afraid, daughter of Zion. Look, your king is
coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt! Do we come to serve our neighbors with humility? The greatest
among you should be the servant of all.

5. The King who washes the feet of His disciples.

“If 1, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.”
6. Love one another as | have loved you.

This is said at the Last Supper and the institution of the Sacrament of the Eucharist. This is a King
who laid down His life for His subjects on the cross, from which the sacrament of the Eucharist
came, and asked us to love one another as He loved us. So too, having received the Eucharist, we
too need to lay down our life for one another. May not be dying for others but spend an hour
accompanying someone in mourning, helping someone who is sick, visiting the prisoners or
feeding the hungry.

on



7.

8.

10.

11.

12.

Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not
from this world.” Pilate asked Jesus, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that |
am a king. For this | was born, for this | came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”

Do | listen to the truth? Do | seek the truth? Do | seek to follow Christ the way, the truth, and life?
The ultimate and absolute truth if not God, who is? Even Shakespeare wrote, “To thy own self be
true.” Meaning no insincerity or hypocrisy.

Christ the king was Crowned with thorns.

This is a king who was crowned with thorns as an insult to Him. After crowning Him with thorns
and hailing Him as King, the soldiers spat on Him and slapped Him. | too called Christ my Lord, my
God, my King my all, but then whenever | sinned, | was like the soldiers who slapped Him and spat
on Him. The soldiers do not know that He is the Son of God, but | do know that He is the Son of
God. What then am |, if not a hypocrite?

Crucifixion of Christ

The throne of Christ on earth is the cross. Therefore, those who hope to rule with Christ must also
love the cross. Like St. Paul said, “I will boast only in the cross of Christ, through which the world
has been crucified to me and | to the world.” Should we not take up our cross daily, deny
ourselves, and follow Christ our King?

“‘Remember me, Lord Jesus, when you come into Your kingdom.”
Risen from the dead

The Resurrected Christ the King is the foundation of our faith. He now dies no more and so has an
everlasting Kingdom.

Ascended into heaven

Jesus our King now sits at the right Hand of Our Father to intercede for us. What would you ask
Him to pray for you?

To pray that we can love God with our whole heart, whole soul, whole mind, whole strength, and
whole will and above all things; to love our neighbor as much as Christ loves us, to love ourselves
according to the Will of God Our Father? Shall we ask Christ to pray for us to become the person
God the Father wants us to be? To live in such a way that every day is a perfect day in the sight of
Our Father? To Go wherever and whenever God the Father wants us to go, to give up all God the
Father wants us to give up, to say and do, to think and write, to pray and plan everything and only
what God the Father wants us to say and do, to think and write, to pray and plan.

Will come to judge the living and the dead.

Yes, while | live, Jesus comes to judge me as a doctor who makes judgments on his patients to
heal, to bring me to repentance. After | die may Jesus also judge me mercifully, and may | be
merciful to others all my life.



13.His Kingdom has no end.

How do we get into this eternal Kingdom? By being poor in spirit, by being meek, by being
merciful, by being pure in heart. We mourn over injustice and sinfulness in our community and try
to use our energy born out of our mournfulness and anger over injustice, to make our community
holier, more just, more peaceful. By being willing to suffer persecution for the sake of Christ, for
our neighbor, and for the Gospel of Jesus, by hunger and thirst for holiness, by being
peacemakers. Yes, the eight beatitudes, the eight paths Christ told us. Christ's kingdom has no
end, and love has no end for God is love, and therefore Love has no end.

14.Conclusion: -

God gives each one of us a talent. The first talent is life itself. Do we use our lives to make the
world better, and glorify God in our lives? Do we use this one talent called “life” to make ten more
talents, or five more, or one more? Meaning do | bring someone else to Christ? One more, ten
more?

God gives some five talents, some two talents, some one talent. We need to imitate the one with
the two talents, who does not get jealous of the one who has five talents nor become proud and
despise the one with only one talent, but just mind his master’s business and use the talents he
has as best as he can.

May you all live out your life as well as you can and as holy as God wants you to be and may you
at the end of your life hear Christ the King say to you, “Well done my good and faithful servant,
enter into Your Master’s Kingdom.” “For you were merciful to the least, the last, the lost, and the
lonely, and whatever you did for them you did for me, Your God, and Your King.”

Deacon John Wu
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