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. Editor’s note

he Lord is risen, alleluia!

is light e \Iighten our lives and our
e/]families!
,  all rejoice with Easter joy!
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What does Home mean to you?

I’'m a Calgarian. After university, Calgary is
where | worked, had my apartment and where
my mother lived in the house where | had had
grown up. | kept my off-season tires in the
house, the piano, and everything | didn’t need in
my daily life but also didn’t want to discard.
Home meant my mother, my apartment, and our
house.

The Bible often speaks about “houses”. |
especially enjoy Psalm 122: | was glad when
they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the
Lord!”. | like thinking about my “heavenly home”
but it's an abstract concept and as people with
bodies and emotional needs, we need physical
homes to meet our basic needs. Unfortunately,
housing insecurity and homelessness continue
to be dire concerns in today’s society.

At the end of 2022 my mother moved to a care
home. At the same time, | was offered a job in
the US. As a result, | sold the family home and
rented out my apartment. Although | brought
much of the family furniture, including the piano,
and the tires, | did not feel at home. Someone
once posed the question: What does home
mean to you? | thought that “home” must be
where my mother is. Therefore, | visited her in
September and again in December. | was going
to visit in April when | decided to take a new job,
this time, in Australia. Due to the timing of that
move, | postponed my visit to the end of June
and planned to spend July in Calgary. Within a
few days of my departure date, my mother
suddenly declined. | dropped everything, flew to
Calgary, and arrived to be with her as she went
to her eternal home. The month of July was not
the “homecoming” | had anticipated.

Incidentally, | was born in Australia. Australia is
my first home but it is unfamiliar. Upon learning
that I'd just come from Canada, people ask if |
brought my family with me. It is a normal
question but as an only child, without extended
family, who never married nor had children, my
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mother’s passing was the loss of my entire
family. | usually quipped, “I don’'t have any
family.” The response was often met with an
awkward silence and look of pity. But some
people see me as brave and adventurous!
Increasingly, | see things that way but | keep
asking myself, what does home mean to you?

In February, | came to Calgary for a visit. | had
to take care of affairs and collect belongings but
| was so eager to see my friends and my

mountains. As my final flight moved towards
Calgary from Vancouver, the Rockies looked
majestic. | passed the foothills, the farmlands,
then the city, spotting the reservoir, the Bow
River, and other land marks. Everything was
unbelievably beautiful. I'd only brought a small
carry-on bag, trusting that | had left enough
winter clothes behind. Upon arrival and walking
through the airport to be picked up by a close
friend, | started to cry because | was “home”.

On my second night in Calgary, a text came
from a new friend in Australia. Later that
morning, an update from another about the
plants I'd asked her to tend. So a thought came
to me—instead of being homeless, do | have
two homes? My visit to Calgary was grounding.
| realized that | was “home” in Calgary with
people who have known me for years, who love
me, and whom | trust and rely on like family.



And at the end of my visit, | was also ready to go to my new “home” where | have
responsibilities, new friends, and a job to do.

As members of the Chinese Catholic community, | imagine that many of you have
experienced ambivalence about what “home” means. St. Paul told the Corinthians that
if their physical house was destroyed, they should know that they “have a building
from God, an eternal house in heaven” (2 Cor. 5.1). | feel I'm living in a space between
the physical homes I've known and the eternal home to come. These days, home
means the place or places where | experience connection and belonging. So, What
does home mean to you?

By Dr. Simone Brosig
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Lent Reflection

Lent, a period of spiritual reflection, self-examination, and growth, often coincides with significant
life events that deepen our understanding of faith, family, and love. This year, as Lent unfolded,
| had the opportunity to visit my sister’s family overseas and have found myself reminded of the
beauty of family, God’s love, and the essence of Lenten introspection.

The Lenten season, with its call to sacrifice and renewal, invites us to contemplate our
relationships with others and with the divine. As | embarked on this journey of self-reflection, |
took a trip with my younger sister, Krystal, to visit my older sister’s family in the UK. | had the
pleasure of reconnecting with Cara, Yoav, my little nephew Elliot, and the newest addition to their
family, Fiona.

The meeting with my newborn niece was a profound moment filled with joy, tenderness, and a
sense of continuity. It reminded me of the beauty of family ties and the interconnectedness of
generations. In the innocent gaze of the newborn, | saw hope for the future, and while in the
loving embrace of my older sister, | witnessed the strength of familial love that transcends time
and distance.

During Lent, as | reflected on the significance of sacrifice and redemption, the image of my older
sister, now a mother of two, caring for her family deeply resonated with me. It symbolized the
selfless love that lies at the heart of Lent, as well as the transformative power of new beginnings.
In the presence of this precious bond, | found inspiration to reevaluate my own relationships,
seek reconciliation where needed, and strengthen the foundational qualities needed of myself
to become a better man, and eventually husband to my future wife, Nicole.

Moreover, the visit with family during Lent served as a reminder of the
importance of community and support on our spiritual journey. As we
gathered around the newborn and as a family, we shared stories, laughter,
and continually served one another, reaffirming our commitment to each
other and to our shared values. In this sense, Lent became not only a time
of personal reflection but also a communal experience of faith and
solidarity.

In the midst of life's challenges and uncertainties, the Lenten season offers

a beacon of hope and renewal. Through acts of kindness, self-denial, and
prayer, we seek to deepen our relationship with the divine and with one another. Through
moments of profound connection, such as witnessing the bond between my family and Fiona,
we glimpse the sacredness of life and the enduring power of love.

As Lent draws to a close, | carry with me the memories of that special trip, along with a renewed
sense of purpose and gratitude. May the lessons learned during this season of reflection
continue to guide me on my journey of faith, and may the love shared within my family serve as
a source of strength and inspiration in the days to come.

Keith Leung, Cub Section leader
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