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Editors’ Note

Summer has passed swiftly, and daily life is gradually returning to
order. The editors of Echo are happy to present the September
issue. We invite you to share your voice—whether through a report
on a parish event or a personal account of your spiritual path. Your
contributions are always welcome. Thank you!
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He Resolved my Crisis of Faith
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“unbelieving wa

He Resolved my Crisis of Faith

In junior school | had no problem with faith and beliefs. Like every child | believed my parents,
my teachers, my priests as they handed on the faith to me. Then | graduated to a higher
school and my %ith still held. Mo doubts invaded my mind. We never missed Sunday Mass or
Confession in the parish church. My beliefs were, in my opinion, rock solid and un-attackable,

Then aone day without expecting it a whole series of
doubts came pouring into my mind, What was
happening to me, | wondered? Am | losing my
Faith? Why all these doubts? Every question was on
the table in this unexpected faith crisis. What
should | do?

In our house we had some books on apologetics,
So | dug into them to find answers and proofs for
the existence of God, for the authenticity of the
Gospels and for every other doubt that came my
way.

The apologetic books were excellent and logical
and gave me perfect reasons and explanations
for every doubt that had attacked me. | never read
anything better. But somehow my studies did not
solve my faith crisis.

Sometime later | consulted Rev. Canon Hannon,
our parish priest at Strokestown. He was ver
understanding and told me to pray the Act of Faitg
very often. | did that. And Lo! In no time my doubts
melted away. My faith came back stronger than before, and my beliefs no longer floundered
on quicksand but on solid rock.

Later | discover why | needed this test of faith. God allowed it to happen. Why? To help me
raduate from childhood faith to more solid convictions. The transition came right in time.
nly God knaws what is coming towards us beyond our view. Because soon afterwards | left

home and went to Canada.

ing to a new country. | would be exposed to people and ideas of other

| was young a
religions and

religion. | was about to leave a sheltered environment to face a
2aking words which my ears had never heard before. My immature faith
y in the storm. | needed a better foundation in spiritual and eternal

1 the Gospel and Bible.

might get blo
realities, as rev

| thank God to
Babylon of ide

y for having reinforced my infant faith before | left home to face the
ever heard before.

Patrick Owens, Rosary Volunteer
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